
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome All  
to  

Sunday Worship Service 

MARCH 29, 2020 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH | 2408 N. NAVARRO ST. | VICTORIA, TEXAS 77901 

WWW.FPCOFVICTORIA.ORG 

First Presbyterian  Church 

March 29, 2020 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Prelude:  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                 Issac Watts, 1707/Lowell Mason, 1824 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship 

One: O mortal, can these bones live?  

All: Only the Lord God knows.  

One: O people, hope in the Lord. 

All: With the Lord there is steadfast love  
and great power to redeem.  

Prayer of the Day (unison) 

Lord God, Great I AM,  
you are resurrection and life. 
As we worship you this day 
show us who we are: 
bearers of good news, 
messengers of resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Musical Meditation:  “Be Thou My Vision”                                         Ancient Irish Poem/Irish Ballad 

Invitation to Confession 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, 
but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 
Trusting in the Spirit of God, 
let us confess our sin. 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

O Lord, if you held our sin against us,  
who could live, who could stand? 
We seem to have more faith in death 
than hope in your promise of life.  
We seek peace through war 
and find security in weapons. 
We abandon the hungry, sick, and dying, 
and pursue wealth by making others poor. 

(continued on next page) 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 



Prayer of Confession (unison) continued 

And even so, you love us; 
still there is forgiveness with you! 
Therefore we worship you; 
for you alone, O Lord, 
can save us from death 
and redeem us from our sin. Amen. 

Kyrie Eleison (singing in unison) 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Assurance of Pardon 

O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord!  
If Jesus Christ dwells in you,  
the Spirit of God will be your life  
and the grace of God will be your righteousness.  
And if the Holy Spirit dwells in you,  
then God, who raised Jesus from the dead,  
will also give life to your mortal bodies.  

Believe in God, Friends! 
Believe the good news:  in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.   
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   
Amen, amen. 

Musical Meditation:  “Seek Ye First”           Karen Lafferty, 1948 

Prayer for Illumination 

O Lord, we wait for you,  
and in your Word we trust. 
By the power of your Spirit, 
set our hearts and minds  
on the source of life and peace: 
Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

First Scripture Reading:  Ezekiel 37:1-14                                              P. 806 in the Old Testament 

 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.  He led me all around them; there were very many 
lying in the valley, and they were very dry.  He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?”  I answered, 
“O Lord GOD, you know.”  Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 
bones, hear the word of the LORD.  Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live.  I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cov-
er you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone.  I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh 
had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.  Then he said to 
me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:  Thus says the Lord GOD:  
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.”  I prophesied 
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 
multitude. 

 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.  They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’  Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord GOD:  I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.  And you shall know that I am the LORD, when 
I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people.  I will put my spirit within you, 
and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have 
spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 

Second Scripture Reading:  Romans 8:6-11                             P.P. 157-158 in the New Testament 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  For this  
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

Devotional:  I Will Put My Spirit Within You           Rev. Jim DeMent 

Silence and stillness 

Organ Anthem:  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”                           - Elizabeth Cecilia Douglas Clephane, 1868/
            Fredrick Charles Maker, 1881  



Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People and Silent Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer (singing in unison) 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude:  “A Mighty Fortress”                              - Martin Luther, 1529 

 
 
 
 
 

We have reproduced below the lyrics of the hymns that Robert Wyatt will be playing for this “Virtual 
Worship Service.”  All the hymns below are either in the public domain or have been reproduced, under 
license, from The Presbyterian Hymnal (Westminster/John Knox Press, Louisville:  1990).  We encourage 
you to read along, nay!, sing along at home, as Robert plays the hymns he has selected with comfort, 
hope, strength, and courage in mind during this Lenten Season.  Follow the verses in this order: 
 
  Verse 1      Verse 3 
  Verse 2      Verse 4 
 

WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDEROUS CROSS 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

BE THOU MY VISION 

 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art; 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night; 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise; 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart; 
O King of glory, my treasure Thou art. 

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true 
Word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father and I, Thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

O King of glory, my victory won; 
Rule and reign in me ’til Thy will be done; 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall; 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

SEEK YE FIRST 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And His righteousness 
And all these things shall be added unto you 
Allelu, alleluia 

Ask and it shall be given unto you 
Seek and ye shall find 
Knock and the door shall be opened unto 
you       Allelu, alleluia 

Man does not live by bread alone 
But by every word 
That proceeds from the mouth of God 
Allelu, alleluia 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And His righteousness 
And all these things shall be added unto you 
Allelu, alleluia 

BENEATH THE CROSS OF JESUS 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
  I fain would take my stand, 
The shadow of a mighty Rock 
  Within a weary land; 
A home within the wilderness, 
  A rest upon the way, 
From the burning of the noontide heat, 
  And the burden of the day.  

There lies beneath its shadow, 
  But on the farther side, 
The darkness of an awful grave 
  That gapes both deep and wide; 
And there between us stands the cross, 
  Two arms outstretched to save, 
Like a watchman set to guard the way 
  From that eternal grave.  

Oh, safe and happy shelter! 
    Oh, refuge tried and sweet! 
  Oh, trysting place where heaven’s love 
    And heaven’s justice meet. 
  As to the holy patriarch 
    That wondrous dream was given, 
  So is my Savior by the cross 
    A ladder up to heaven. 

Upon that cross of Jesus 
    Mine eye at times can see 
  The very dying form of One, 
    Who suffered there for me; 
  And from my smitten heart, with tears, 
    Two wonders I confess, 
  The wonders of His glorious love, 
    And my own worthlessness. 
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A MIGHTY FORTRESS 

A mighty Fortress is our God, 
A Bulwark never failing; 
Our Helper He amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing: 
For still our ancient foe 
Doth seek to work us woe; 
His craft and power are great, 
And, armed with cruel hate, 
On earth is not his equal.  

And though this world, with devils filled, 
Should threaten to undo us, 
We will not fear, for God hath willed 
His truth to triumph through us: 
The Prince of Darkness grim, 
We tremble not for him; 
His rage we can endure, 
For lo! his doom is sure, 
One little word shall fell him. 

Did we in our own strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing; 
Were not the right Man on our side, 
The Man of God’s own choosing: 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He; 
Lord Sabaoth His Name, 
From age to age the same, 
And He must win the battle. 

That word above all earthly powers, 
No thanks to them, abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
Through Him who with us sideth: 
Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: 
God’s truth abideth still, 
His Kingdom is forever. 
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Bulletin Cover 

The Bulletin Cover, the “Prophecies of Ezekiel,” was painted by the Russian artist, Vasily Kuzmich Shebuev 

(1777-1855).  This particular work by Shebuev adorns the chapel ceiling in the Church of Catalina in the Russian 
Academy of Arts in Moscow.  Ezekiel’s prophecies are numerous and well known.  This morning’s Scripture 

recounts the prophecy of the Dry Bones, but others include The Vision of God (1:1 – 3:15), the Vision of       
Jerusalem (8:1 – 10:233), and the New Temple in Jerusalem (40 – 48).  In Ezekiel’s prophecies, we find hope for 
triumph over calamity and for renewal and restoration from adversity and despair. 
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