
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome All  
to  
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First Presbyterian  Church 

July 26, 2020 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Proper 12 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship 

One: Blessed be God whose word gives hope  
and shapes our dreams, 

All: whose love has conquered death.  
One: Blessed be God who orders our way  

and guides our steps, 
All: who leads us into life.  

Opening Hymn:  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                                                                            No. 260 

Prayer of the Day (unison) 

Creating God, you have given us a dream 

of your world made whole,  

a heavenly realm that is near in heart 

and close at hand, 

and it is ours to choose each day. 

May our smallest acts of kindness, 

when transformed by your love,  

grow abundantly into a realm of  

flourishing for all.  Amen. 

Invitation to Confession 

If God is for us, who can be against us?  
Let us confess our sins to the One who  
searches us and knows us. 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Redeeming God, 

We confess that we have turned away from you  

and have not lived with upright hearts.  

Forgive us for failing to follow you.  

Guide our feet to walk in your ways and serve your world 

to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 



Kyrie Eleison (singing in unison) 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Your sins are forgiven;  
be at peace,  
for all things work together for good  
for those who love God.  

Believe in God, Friends! 
Believe the good news:  in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

Gloria Patri (singing in unison) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.   
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

Prayer for Illumination 

Enlightening God, the unfolding of  
your Word gives light 
and provides wisdom to all 
who seek your truth.  

Open our minds and hearts by the presence  
of your Holy Spirit,  
that the mystery of your heavenly realm is  
made evident here on earth.  Amen. 

First Scripture Reading:  1 Kings 3:5-12                                                    P. 306 in the Old Testament 

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give 
you.”  And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, 
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; 
and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne 
today.  And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David,  
although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.  And your servant is in the 
midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or 
counted.  Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern 
between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.  God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and 
have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for  
yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word.  Indeed I give you a 
wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you. 

Congregational Hymn:  “Open My Eyes That I May See”                No. 324 

Second Scripture Reading:  Matthew 13:31-33, 45-52                          P.P. 14-15 in the New Testament 

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took 
and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs 
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in 
with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened. ... 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy 
he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great 
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 
when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad.  So 
it will be at the end of the age.  The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and 
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Sermon:  The Kingdom Parables                 Rev. Jim DeMent 

Matthew 13:31, 33, 44, 45, 47:  “The Kingdom of God is like …” 

Silence and stillness 

Congregational  Hymn:  “Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord”                No. 392 

Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Lord’s Prayer    Solo by Dr. David Means 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude   



We have reproduced below the lyrics of the hymns that Robert Wyatt will be playing for this “Virtual  
Worship Service.”  All the hymns below are either in the public domain or have been reproduced, under 
license, from The Presbyterian Hymnal (Westminster/John Knox Press, Louisville:  1990).  We encourage you 
to read and sing along at home, as Robert plays the hymns he has selected with comfort, hope, strength, and 
courage in, now, the Season after Pentecost.  Follow the verses in this order: 

  Verse 1      Verse 3 
  Verse 2      Verse 4 

 
A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

Open My Eyes That I May See 

A mighty fortress is our God, 

A bulwark never failing; 

Our helper He amid the flood 

Of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe 

Doth seek to work us woe; 

His craft and power are great, 

And, armed with cruel hate, 

On earth is not his equal  

And though this world, with devils filled, 

Should threaten to undo us, 

We will not fear, 

For God hath willed His truth to triumph through us. 

The Prince of Darkness grim, 

We tremble not for him; 

His rage we can endure, 

For lo! his doom is sure, 

One little word shall fell him  

Did we in our own strength confide, 

Our striving would be losing; 

Were not the right Man on our side, 

The Man of God’s own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may be? 

Christ Jesus, it is He, 

Lord Sabaoth His name, 

From age to age the same, 

And He must win the battle  

That word above all earthly powers, 

No thanks to them, abideth; 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours 

Through Him who with us sideth; 

Let goods and kindred go, 

This mortal life also; 

The body they may kill, 

God’s truth abideth still, 

His kingdom is forever  

Open my eyes, that I may see 

Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 

Place in my hands the wonderful key 

That shall unclasp and set me free  

Open my mouth, and let me bear 

Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 

Open my heart, and let me prepare 

Love with Thy children thus to share.  

 

Open my ears, that I may hear 

Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 

And while the wave notes fall on my ear, 

Everything false will disappear.  

Refrain: 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 
Ready, my God, Thy will to see, 
Open my eyes/ears/heart, illumine me, 
Spirit divine!  

Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord 

Take Thou our minds, dear Lord, we humbly pray; 
Give us the mind of Christ each passing day; 
Teach us to know the truth that sets us free; 
Grant us in all our thoughts to honor Thee.  

Take Thou our wills, Most High! Hold Thou full sway; 
Have in our inmost souls Thy perfect way; 
Guard Thou each sacred hour from selfish ease; 
Guide Thou our ordered lives as Thou dost please.  

Take Thou our hearts, O Christ, they are Thine own; 
Come Thou within our souls and claim Thy throne; 
Help us to shed abroad Thy deathless love; 
Use us to make the earth like heaven above.  

Take Thou ourselves, O Lord, heart, mind, and will; 
Through our surrendered souls Thy plans fulfill. 
We yield ourselves to Thee—time, talents, all; 
We hear, and henceforth heed, Thy sovereign call.  



We welcome our guest organist, 
Dr. David Means! 

 

 
 
 Dr. Means is Director of Choral Studies, Professor of Music and Music Department  
Coordinator at Victoria College where he is also conductor of the Victoria Civic Chorus. Most 
recently he was Director of Choral Studies at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley in  
Edinburg, Conductor of the Valley Symphony Chorale and Founder/Artistic Director of the 
Valley Choral Artists. Dr. Means has also taught on the faculties of the Grammy-winning  
Westwood High School in Austin, Texas, Cuero High School, University of Southern California, 
and Christopher Newport University, and has more than twenty years’ experience teaching  
public school choirs in Texas and California. Dr. Means is active as a guest conductor, 
adjudicator and clinician, across Texas, the USA, Europe, Mexico, Canada, and Asia.  
Recently he served on the international juries of the Preveza International Choral Festival in 
Greece (2016) and the International Choir Championships Lege Artis in Tuzla, Bosnia and  
Herzegovina (2019), and has given workshops and lectures in Hawaii, Texas, West Virginia, 
Minnesota and Florida. Dr. Means earned degrees from Howard Payne University, Baylor  
University, and the University of Southern California. 
 
 We are so very grateful to Dr. Means as he plays for  the glory of God and to assist us in  
worship while our Choirmaster, Robert Wyatt, takes a well deserved holiday, 

  FPC Opportunities for Worship & Service 

 

All activities suspended, 

 pending further notice, 

due to public health concerns. 

FPC Victoria Servant Leadership 

Session Members 

Jim DeMent, Moderator 
Jack Kleinecke, Clerk of Session 
Billy Leske, Building & Grounds 
Dawn Neel, Christian Education 
Linda Patterson, Worship 
Marsha Ricottilli, Asst. Clerk, Mission & Outreach 
Susan Salinas, Caregiving & Fellowship 
Jim Stokes, Finance 
Gayla Whitaker, Caregiving & Fellowship 
Bill Wilkinson, Personnel 

Other 

Paula Leske, Presbyterian Women 
Melissa Samudio, Presbyterian Day School 
Shelley Hartman, Dawn Neel,  and Helen Resendez, 
    Kids for Christ, Vacation Bible School 

Caregiving Concerns and Prayer Requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For caregiving concerns—please contact: 

Jack Kleinecke (361. 212.3229); or Gayla Whitaker (361. 935.0950) 

Office Hours 

Monday — Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
361.575.2441 

info@fpcofvictoria.org 

Clergy, Music, and Administration  

Rev. Jim DeMent, Interim Pastor 
Robert Wyatt, Organist/Choirmaster 

Tasha Wolf, Office Administrator 

Choirmaster’s Note 

 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” written and composed by Martin Luther (1483-1546), is rightly 
known as the “battle hymn” of the Protestant Reformation.  The lyrics, originally in German, are based on 
Psalm 46 and have been translated into practically every known language.  It is said that there are even no 
less than 60 translations of the lyrics in English alone. 

 Luther had strong convictions about the use and power of sacred music, once saying, “If any man 
despises music, as all fanatics do, for him I have no liking; for music is a gift and grace of God, not an  
invention of men.  Thus it drives out the devil and makes people cheerful.  Then one forgets all wrath, 
impurity and other devices.” 

Kathryn Amsler  Gloria Aoueille  Ruth Ann Barnard Roxanna Hauschild 

Claire Heger  Leonard “Mac” McCameron  Roland Merrill  Rickey Ramseur  

Nathan Galvan 
(Son of Leila Galvan ) 

Angie Longoria 
(Kids for Christ Parent)  

Julianna Longoria 
(Kids for Christ Disciple)  

Samantha Skaggs 
(Niece of Roxanna and Henry 

Hauschild ) 

Billy Ruddock 
(Prior FPC Member) 

John & Jere Swoboda 
(Prior FPC Members)  

Eugenia (Jean) Whitaker 
(Mother of Robert Whitaker) 

Carol Wisdom 
(Daughter of Lea Lenz)  


