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___________________________________________________________________

                                              
VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE

ON
FACEBOOK/FPCOFVICTORIA:
SUNDAY, September 20, 2020

 
          Our Scripture readings for next Sunday (the Sixteenth Sunday after
Pentecost), September 20, 2020, are:  Psalm 145:1-8; and Matthew 20:1-6.  The
sermon title is “Radical Grace,” and the Bulletin is available
here:   https://fpcofvictoria.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-09-20-Bulletin-
PDF.pub_.pdf
___________________________________________________________________

https://fpcofvictoria.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-09-20-Bulletin-PDF.pub_.pdf
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THANK YOU,
BETTE BURRIS

 
          What a joy it was to have Bette Burris lead us in worship once more!  And this
time, we had no technical issues!

          Bette, your friends at First Presbyterian Church-Victoria are so grateful for
your spiritual leadership and inspiration.  Please “forgive” us if we take pride in the
fact that we have such a good friend who is always prepared to bring us the Word of
the Lord in powerful and moving sermons.

          God bless and protect you and yours during these difficult times.  Thanks to
you, we remain faithful in the sovereignty of the Lord and we trust in God for our
deliverance from this and the other perils of life.  Please come back soon! 
___________________________________________________________________
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SESSION BEGINS PLANNING

FOR FPC REOPENING
 

          During a happy and productive meeting yesterday evening (Tuesday,
September 15, 2020), the Session determined that it is time to begin making
preparations to resume our in-person worship services when, as Presbyterians are
fond of saying, the way be clear.

          Accordingly, the Worship Committee has been asked to draw up written
guidelines for us to have in place come the day that we will reopen our doors to
those who want to worship in our traditional manner.  Fortunately, the Worship
Committee will not begin its work in the dark.  We have plenty of information based
on guidelines we have gathered from public health authorities, from our own Mission
Presbytery, and from observations made by members of our church who have
attended Sunday morning worship services at other churches in Victoria that have
already reopened.

          The Worship Committee will be meeting tomorrow (Thursday, September 17,
2020) at 5:00 p.m. to begin its work.  If you have some ideas or suggestions
(whether or not based on what you have heard about or observed in other reopened
churches), we urge you to share them with the church office (info@fpcofvictoria.org;
361.575.2441) as soon as possible.

mailto:info@fpcofvictoria.org
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          Even though, wisely we believe, we are beginning to plan for the Sunday
when we will reopen, obviously the question remains as to what date that Sunday
will be.  As it has always done, the Session continues carefully and prudently to
review the public health data, directives, and guidelines available to us.  We are
extremely mindful of the many instances in which public gatherings have resumed,
only to result in a subsequent “spike” in COVID infections among the participants in
those gatherings.  At the same time, the Session has noted several positive
developments that encourage us.

          For example, COVID infections in the Victoria area have steadily declined to
relatively low numbers.  Also, it appears that members of the community are “getting
used” to practicing basic public health precautions:  wearing facemasks; maintaining
social distancing; disinfecting and washing hands; etc.  The “new normal” appears,
at least among mature adults, to include an adherence to these basic precautions
whenever going out in  public.  As much as there may initially have been resistance
in some quarters to such precautions, it appears that in Victoria the vast majority of
people understand how dangerous COVID is and how careful everyone must be to
avoid spreading or coming into contact with the virus.

          Tentatively, therefore, the Session is considering resuming worship services in
the Sanctuary on either Sunday, October 25th (which is Reformation Sunday), or
Sunday, November 1, 2020 (which is All Saints’ Day, as well as the first Sunday
when we return to Central Standard Time).  If we reopen on the last Sunday in
October (Oct. 25th), we will unquestionably celebrate communion and then do so
again on the following Sunday (Nov. 1st).  We will also continue to broadcast our
worship services on our Facebook page and website for those members who, most
understandably, are reluctant to venture into public places just yet.

          A separate discussion will be held with the members and leaders of the adult
Sunday School Class as to when they might feel comfortable in resuming their study
sessions.  At a minimum, the Session believes that a larger area than the Parlor
(either Fellowship Hall or the Sanctuary) should be made available to the Class in
order to facilitate maximum social distancing.

          Before making a final decision about when to reopen, the Worship Committee
will continue to plan, and the Session will continue to monitor the public health data. 
At our Session meeting now scheduled for Tuesday evening, October 13, 2020, the
Elders will review the data, prayerfully deliberate, and then make a final
determination as to whether, and if so when, to resume public worship in our
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Sanctuary subject to prudent public health practices.  Please be in prayer for the
wisdom of the Session, and once again, please share any comments, suggestions,
or concerns with the church office about the plans the Session is making and the
direction in which we are headed.
___________________________________________________________________

 

      September 13 - Margaret Williams
September 14 - Lynn McAuley

         September 14 - Mavis O'Sullivan     
September 18 - Dawn Neel      

If you or someone you know has a birthday this week,
please contact the church office:

361.575.2441 or info@fpcofvictoria.org
___________________________________________________________________

A REPEATED CALL
FOR HELP FROM

CHRIST’S KITCHEN
 

mailto:info@fpcofvictoria.org
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          Christ’s Kitchen has again been overwhelmed by an increase in the number of
homeless who look to that organization for likely their only meal of the day.  At the
same time, the customary suppliers who assist Christ’s Kitchen in providing desserts
for the meals prepared by the volunteers at Christ’s Kitchen cannot keep up with the
demand.  Therefore, Christ’s Kitchen volunteers from First Presbyterian
Church once need the congregation’s help.

          Frances Miller and Billy Leske send us this reminder of how each of us can
donate desserts to feed the homeless on Tuesday, the day that FPC’s dedicated
volunteers prepare to-go lunch boxes for over 800 needy people:
 
          1. If you are able to donate store-bought or homemade cakes, cookies,
brownies, etc., you can bring them to the church office on Monday or to Christ's
Kitchen (611 Warren Ave.) by 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday mornings.
 
          2. Individual desserts such as cookies, brownies, lemon bars, etc., should be
put in small ziploc storage bags before being delivered.  Typical servings per storage
bag are 3 to 4 cookies or 2 to 3 donuts, brownies, lemon bars, etc.  Cakes or pies
should be delivered in disposable, non-returnable containers.

       
 _______________________________________________________________

CARES AND CONCERNS
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        When you or a family member is in the hospital, facing illness,
or simply in need of prayer or care once a loved one has passed,

please call or email members of the Caregiving Committee. 
____

Also, our team is seeking special people,
to pray, work, and to aid in the tasks involved.  

Would you like to help? If so, please contact us at the info below.
____

Rev. Jim DeMent
361.575.2441 (church office)
info@fpcofvictoria.org (email)

Jack Kleinecke
361.212.3229

jkleinecke@mybankersbank.com

Gayla Whitaker
361.935.0950

gwhitaker@stjvictoria.com
____

Each of these numbers can take messages,
or are actively receiving emails.

____

* Due to the HIPPA Act, hospitals will no longer release
any information, unless we know you are there.

If you are hospitalized, please have a loved one or friend call the
church office so we may pray for your prompt recovery

and come visit you if you wish.
___

Are any among you sick?
They should call for the elders of the church

and have them pray over them,
anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 

The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up;
and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.

mailto:info@fpcofvictoria.org
mailto:jkleinecke@mybankersbank.com
mailto:gwhitaker@stjvictoria.com
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Therefore confess your sins to one another,
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed.
The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.

James 5:14-16
___________________________________________________________________

ONLINE GIVING NOW POSSIBLE--
AND SUCCESSFUL!

 
          As previously reported, the church has upgraded its website to make it
possible for visitors and for the members, family, and friends of FPC to make
contributions to our church via the Internet.  Therefore, by way of encouragement
and continued publicity for this new, convenient “giving tool,” we are going to repeat
the information that has appeared in previous Newsletter.  If you have not examined
this feature on the FPC website, we recommend you do so soon.
        
          Just go to our homepage (https://fpcofvictoria.org/), and there you will see this
screen:
 

 
          Click on the green “Giving” rectangle, and you will be guided through the easy
donation process.  Have your credit card or checking account informatin handy, and
the process should go smoothly.  As always, however, if you need assistance,
please contact the church office.  Meanwhile, here are answers to some “FAQ’s”
(frequently asked questions) that you may find helpful:

Q1:  Do I now have to make all my donations on the website?
A1:  No.  If you currently mail your check or drop it off at the church office, you may
certainly continue to do so.  The website is just another, optional way for you to
make your gifts to the church.

Q2:  If I make my donation via the website, can I use my checking account instead of
my credit card?
A2:  Yes.  After you follow the process on our website, you will be taken to a screen
that will allow you to choose between your credit card and your checking account. 

https://fpcofvictoria.org/
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Simply click “checking account” and enter the appropriate banking information.

Q3:  Does the church have to pay a fee when a gift is made via our website?
A3:  Yes.  The fee varies from 3% to 6% of your gift.  The amount of the fee is based
primarily on what your credit card company changes to process your “purchase” (just
as if you were using it at the gas station).  The company that we use to handle the
transaction also adds on a small fee for handling each gift.  To be clear, however, the
church pays nothing (no montly fees, for instance) for this service.  Fees are
imposed only when a gift is made.

Q4:  Can I help the church cover the costs of the fees incurred when I make a
contribution via the webside?
A4:  Yes.  After you enter the amount of you gift, your name, and the appropriate
information for you credit card or checking account, you will see a “button” that says
“Cover Costs.”  If you select that button, your gift will be increased by the amount of
the fees applicable to that particular transaction.
E4(a):  As an example, suppose you make a gift of $100 using your credit card and
suppose the fee for your credit card is 4%.  When you click “cover costs,” the
amount of your gift will be increased to $104.00.  The result is as follows:  you will be
charged $104.00, the church will receive $100.00, and you will receive credit for a
tax-deductible donation of $104.00 (not $100).  The credit card and Internet service
companies will receive a total of $4. 
E4(b):  As another example using the same assumptions, suppose you make a gift
of $100 but do not select “Cover Costs.”  The result is as follows:  you will be
charged $100.00, the church will receive $96.00, and you will receive credit for a tax-
deductible donation of $100.  The credit card and Internet service companies will
receive a total of $4.

Q5:  How does FPC receive my gift?
A5:  Our Internet service company deposits the amount of your gift (minus fees)
immediately and directly into the church’s account at Prosperity Bank.  The church
office also receives an email when that deposit is made.

Q6:  Does FPC keep a record of my gift?
A6:  Yes.  Whether you drop off a check at the church or make a gift via our website,
FPC records your gift in our financial records.  Whenever we mail you a report about
your contributions to FPC, it will include all gifts, whether mailed, delivered
personally, or made via our website.
E6:  As an example:  If you mailed a $100 check to the chuch and made a $104 gift
via the Internet, you would receive a “Detailed Statement” from the church verifying
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that you made total gifts to the church of $204.

Q7:  Can I set up automatic, “repeating” contributions to the church?
A7:  Yes.  By following the options given on our website, you can set up periodic
contributions (e.g., weekly, monthly, or other) from either your credit card or your
banking account.  Remember, however, that the applicable fee will apply to each
contribution.

          The Session wants to emphasize that this giving feature has been created for
two main reasons:  (a) to allow visitors to our virtual worship services to make
donations they cannot make at this time because we are not meeting in-person; and
(b) to provide a convenience to our members who might want to use it. 

          In no way, however, is the Session trying to encourage members to change
their current manner of giving if they are satisfied.  The cost of a stamp to mail your
check is still cheaper than the fees that would be incurred by using our website.  The
website is simply there for your convenience, if and only if you prefer it.
___________________________________________________________________

NEW EDITION (FALL 2020) OF
“THE PRESENT WORD,

ADULT BIBLE LESSIONS”
NOW AVAILABLE FROM CHURCH OFFICE    

          
          If you would like to receive a copy of the latest study guide for our Sunday
School Class, “Love for One Another,” we would be more than happy to mail one to
you from the church office.  You know what to do!  Contact us by phone or email,
and we will promptly mail you your copy.

          As a reminder, the July/August/September 2020 edition of “These Days:  Daily
Devotions for Living by Faith” is likewise available by request.
                                            

Peace, grace, and mercy,
  Pastor Jim
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