
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 6, 2020 
THE SEASON OF ADVENT 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH | 2408 N. NAVARRO ST. | VICTORIA, TEXAS 77901 

WWW.FPCOFVICTORIA.ORG | WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/FPCOFVICTORIA 

WELCOME ALL  
TO  

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

First Presbyterian Church 

December 6, 2020 
Second Sunday of advent 

 

 

Prelude  Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God                                                                - George Fredric Handel 
            arr. Hal Hopson, 1685-1759 

Welcome and Announcements  

Opening Sentences 

One:  A voice cries out in the wilderness: 
All:  Prepare the way of the Lord! 

Passing of the Peace                                  

One:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
All:    And also with you! 

Call to Worship  

One: A voice cries out in the wilderness,  
All: “Prepare the way of the Lord; make God’s way clear.  
One: Lift up every valley; lower every mountain.  
All: For the glory of the Lord shall be revealed”.  

Prayer of the Day unison 

Loving God, you sent your prophet John  
to prepare your way among us,  
to call us to repentance and make our  
pathways straight.  
Strengthen us to live lives of steadfast love  
and faithfulness  
as we await the Messiah’s return,  
that all may see your reign of peace  
through your just and gracious rule.  Amen. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath -  
The Bethlehem Candle or the Love Candle      Billy & Paula Leske 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling will lie down together, 
and a little child shall lead them.  Isaiah 11:6 

ORDER OF WORSHIP ORDER OF WORSHIP 



Opening Hymn (silently singing):  “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                No. 1 

Invitation to Confession 

God does not want anyone to perish,  
but rather for all to come to repentance.  
Therefore, let us confess our sins,  
for God’s salvation is at hand. 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Faithful God, we confess  
we have not led lives of holiness.  
We suffer from impatience, apathy, and greed;  
we have not been at peace.  
We repent of these offenses and turn to you in love.  
Forgive our iniquity and pardon our sins,  
that we may walk in righteousness for the glory  
of your name.  Amen. 

Kyrie Eleison (silently singing) 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Brothers and sisters,  
salvation is at hand for all who turn to God.  

Believe in God, Friends!  
Believe the good news:  in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

Gloria Patri (silently singing)       - H.W. Greatorex, 1851 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.   
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   
Amen, amen. 

Prayer for Illumination 

Mighty God, send your Holy Spirit to speak peace,  
that the good news of this age may be proclaimed  
through your word, which stands forever.  Amen. 

First Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 40:1-11                                                   P.P. 667 in the Old Testament 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
    that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 
A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
    and all people shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
A voice says, “Cry out!” 
    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 
    their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
    when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
    surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades; 
    but the word of our God will stand forever. 
Get you up to a high mountain, 
    O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
    O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
    lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!” 
See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
    and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
    he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
    and gently lead the mother sheep.  



Anthem:  A Christmas Medley          C. F. Schneider 

Second Scripture Reading:  Mark 1:1-8                                                      P. 34 in the New Testament 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
    who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight.’” 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the  
forgiveness of sins.  And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now 
John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey.  He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy 
to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.  I have baptized you with water; but he will  
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Sermon:  The Beginning of the Gospel                       Rev. Jim DeMent 

 Mark 1:1:  The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

     Silence and stillness 

Congregational Hymn:  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”          No. 10 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 

Lord, we give you thanks that in the coming of Christ 
your steadfast love and faithfulness have met  
and your righteousness and peace have kissed.  
May the gifts we offer in your name lift up those in need  
and prepare the way of your salvation.  Amen 

Doxology (silently singing)                  - Genevan Psalter, 1551 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, all heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Affirmation of Faith          From A Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and in death we belong to God. 
     Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the love of God, 
      and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
     we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
           whom alone we worship and serve. 
We trust in Jesus Christ, 
     fully human, fully God.  
We trust in God, the Holy Spirit, 
          everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
     The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
           sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
      and binds us together with all believers 
           in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
With believers in every time and place, 
     we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
     can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Prayers of the People 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

One: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them to the Lord. 
One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is truly right and just to give you thanks 
in every time and in every place, almighty God. 

We give you thanks for the gift of creation 
and especially for the gift of our life. 
We are grateful that you have made us in your image 
and that you pardon us when we act 
as though you have no authority over our lives. 
We are grateful that you sustain us in your great love. 

And so, with all your people, 
with angels, archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven 
we praise and magnify your glorious name, 
joining our voices in the eternal hymn: 



SANCTUS (UNISON): 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

You are holy, and blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who was born of Mary and shared the joys and sorrows  
of the life that we know. 
You anointed Jesus Christ with your Spirit 
to preach good news to the poor, 
to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
to give sight to the blind, and to liberate the oppressed, 
proclaiming the year of the Lord’s favor. 

In his baptism, suffering, death, and resurrection 
you gave birth to your Church,  
and made a new covenant with us by water and the Spirit. 

Remembering the grace of your Son Jesus Christ,  
we take from your creation this bread and this wine,  
and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising,  
as we await the day of his coming,  
proclaiming the mystery of faith: 

GREAT IS THE MYSTERY OF FAITH: (unison) 

Christ has died,  
Christ is risen,  
Christ will come again. 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your people 
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,  
so that the bread we share and the cup we bless 
will be for us the body and blood of Christ. 

Make us one with Christ, 
one with our neighbors, 
and one in service to all the world. 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor are yours,  
Almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison) 

One:   God of glory, in this holy feast
you have made us one with Christ 
and with that great multitude of the faithful—
those who hunger and thirst no more
and worship night and day in your temple. 

All:     Lead us in the paths of righteousness 
and guide us to the springs of the water of life, 
until we join the choir of the redeemed, 
singing:  Salvation belongs to our God 
who is seated on the throne, 
and to the Lamb:  Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Closing Hymn:  “Prepare the Way”               No. 13 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude:  “The Desert Shall Rejoice”       - J. F Patterson, 1988 



We have reproduced below the lyrics of the hymns selected for this morning’s worship service.  All the 
hymns below are either in the public domain or have been reproduced, under license, from The Presbyterian 
Hymnal (Westminster/John Knox Press, Louisville:  1990).  If you are worshiping with us from home, we 
encourage you to sing along.  If you are worshiping with us in the Sanctuary, we invite you to contemplate 
the lyrics as Robert Wyatt, our Choirmaster, plays the melodies.  Under our current Health Protocols, we 
must refrain from singing out loud, but that does prevent us from finding comfort, hope, strength, and  
courage in these familiar hymns.  Follow the verses in this order: 

  Verse 1      Verse 3 
  Verse 2      Verse 4 

 
 
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in Thee.  

Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us forever, 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.  

Israel's strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart.  

By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.  

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and harken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings!  

We hail You as our Savior, Lord, 
Our refuge, and our great reward; 
O let your face upon us shine 
And fill the world with love divine.  

Then cleansed be every life from sin; 
Make straight the way for God within, 
And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

All praise to You, eternal Son, 
Whose advent has our freedom won, 
Whom with the Father we adore, 
And Holy Spirit, evermore.   

Prepare the Way 

Prepare the way, O Zion, 
Your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley 
A level way appear. 
Greet One who comes in glory, 
Foretold in sacred story. 

Fling wide your gates, O Zion; 
Your Savior's rule embrace. 
And tidings of salvation 
Proclaim in every place. 
All lands will bow rejoicing, 
Their adoration voicing. 

Christ brings God's rule, O Zion; 
He comes from heaven above. 
His rule is peace and freedom, 
And justice, truth, and love. 
Lift high your praise resounding, 
For grace and joy abounding. 

Refrain 

Oh blest is Christ that came 
In God's most holy name. 

 

The Lighting of The Advent Candles 
 The second candle on the Advent Wreath is known in various  
traditions as the “Bethlehem Candle” or the “Love Candle.”  Whatever      
designation is used for each of the candles lit in sequence during the four  
Sundays of Advent, the participation of the congregation together with      
specific members in the lighting of the candles is intended to commemorate 
the unfolding story of the Advent Season—the story of our redemption 
through God’s grace made manifest in his only begotten Son, Our Lord and 
Savior. 

Come Lord Jesus, come! 



SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 

 Following our worship service this morning, our Treasurer, Jim Stokes, will  
present a brief report about the status of our church’s finances as we approach the 
end of calendar year 2020. 

 After the Treasure’s report, the Chair of the Congregation Nominating Com-
mittee, Bill Wilkinson, will report on the recommendations of the CNC,  
specifically that John Horadam, Lynn McAuley, and Bonnie Wilkinson be elected to 
serve on the Session for a three-year term (the Class of 2023) commencing  
January 1, 2021. 

 The Moderator will invite additional nominations from the floor, if there be 
any.  Before submitting someone to be considered for election to the Session,  
however, please be sure and confirm with that individual that he or she would be 
willing to serve if elected. 

 At the end of such discussion as the Congregation may desire, a vote will be  
taken to elect the members of the Session Class of 2023.  May God grant us and our 
new leaders strength and wisdom as First Presbyterian Church enters a new year of 
hope, promise, and continued service to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

FPC Victoria Servant Leadership 

Session Members 

Jim DeMent, Moderator 
Jack Kleinecke, Clerk of Session 
Billy Leske, Building & Grounds 
Dawn Neel, Christian Education 
Linda Patterson, Worship 
Marsha Ricottilli, Asst. Clerk, Mission & Outreach 
Susan Salinas, Caregiving & Fellowship 
Jim Stokes, Finance 
Gayla Whitaker, Caregiving & Fellowship 
Bill Wilkinson, Personnel 

Other 

Paula Leske, Presbyterian Women 
Melissa Samudio, Presbyterian Day School 
Shelley Hartman, Dawn Neel,  and Helen Resendez, 
    Kids for Christ, Vacation Bible School 

Caregiving Concerns and Prayer Requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For caregiving concerns—please contact: 

Jack Kleinecke (361. 212.3229); or Gayla Whitaker (361. 935.0950) 

FPC Opportunities for Worship & Service 

Tuesday, December 8 

9:00 AM  PDS Board Meeting 

Sunday, December 13 

10:30 AM  Worship Service  

Lighting of the Third Advent Candle 

Members and visitors on our premises 
will want first to familiarize themselves 

with our 
“COVID-19 Pandemic 

Public Health and Safety Protocols 
for In-Person Gatherings 

at the Church.” 
 

A copy of these 
Health and Safety Protocols 

can be obtained as you enter the church 
or at our website: 

www.fpcofvictoria.org. 

Office Hours 

Monday — Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
361.575.2441 

info@fpcofvictoria.org 

Clergy, Music, and Administration  

Rev. Jim DeMent, Interim Pastor 
Robert Wyatt, Organist/Choirmaster 

Tasha Wolf, Office Administrator 

Pastor’s Notes 

       Theologically, the authorship and order of the four Gospels of the New Testament are only incidental matters.  Still, any 
information (historical, literary, or contextual) about the books of the Bible serves to inform us and to deepen our appreciation 
of the miracles associated with the writing, selection, and preservation of Holy Scripture. 

      Of the four Gospels, Mark’s Gospel appears to have been written first, in the mid-60’s A.D, followed by Matthew’s Gospel, 
after 70 A.D.  Luke’s Gospel is very hard to date, with various estimates placing it in the 60’s, 70’s, or even 80’s A.D.  John’s 
Gospel dates to the 90’s A.D.  Of the four Gospel writers, Matthew and John were among Jesus’ original twelve disciples.  There 
is no evidence that Mark or Luke ever met Jesus, although they are believed to have been colleagues and companions of,  
respectively, Peter and Paul.  

       Interestingly, neither Mark nor John identify themselves by name in their respective Gospels.  They were clearly more  
inspired by telling the story of Jesus Christ than with identifying themselves as the authors of that story. 

Kathryn Amsler  Gloria Aoueille  Leonard “Mac” McCameron  Kathleen McCameron 

Roland Merrill  Sarah Waldrop   

Nathan Galvan 
(Son of Leila Galvan ) 

Samantha Skaggs 
(Niece of Roxanna and 

Henry Hauschild ) 

John & Jere Swoboda 
(Prior FPC Members)  

Carol Wisdom 
(Daughter of Lea Lenz)  


