
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome All  
to  

Sunday Worship Service 

FEBRUARY 28, 2021 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH | 2408 N. NAVARRO ST. | VICTORIA, TEXAS 77901 

WWW.FPCOFVICTORIA.ORG | WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/FPCOFVICTORIA 

First Presbyterian Church 

February 28, 2021 

Second Sunday in Lent 

For everyone’s safety,  
please wear masks and maintain  

social distancing at all times. 

 

Prelude:  Sarabande                 - Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 

Welcome and Announcements 

Passing of the Peace 

One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you! 

Call to Worship 

One:  Christ died for our trespasses but was raised  
for our justification. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

Prayer of the Day (unison) 

Almighty God, 
whose Son was revealed in majesty 
before he suffered death upon the cross: 
Give us faith to perceive his glory, 
that we may be strengthened to bear our cross, 
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen 

Opening Hymn (silently singing):  “The God of Abraham Praise”              No. 488 

Invitation to Confession 

Trusting in God’s promise of salvation,  
let us confess our sin and repent. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 



Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Merciful God,  
we confess that we have not been  
sincere Christians.  
We claim to follow Jesus 
but have not taken his path of sacrificial love.  
We profess to be disciples,  
but we are not willing to bear the cost of discipleship.  
We affirm the virtue of self-denial,  
but we indulge our selfish desires and seek earthly gain.  
Forgive us, we pray.  
Free us for sincere repentance 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  

Kyrie Eleison (silently singing) 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the good news:  
God deems as righteous all who trust that Jesus  
has been raised from the dead for our salvation.  

Believe in God, Friends!  
Believe the good news:  in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

Gloria Patri (silently singing) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.   
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Holy Spirit,  
open our hearts to receive your Word,  
reveal to us the good news,  
and enable us to trust in the promise of salvation 
in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

First Scripture Reading:  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16                                             P. 13 in the Old Testament 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God  
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless.  And I will make my covenant between me and you, and 
will make you exceedingly numerous.”  Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, 
this is my covenant with you:  You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  No longer shall your 
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations.  I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from 
you.  I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.  

I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to  

nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

Anthem:  Take Up Thy Cross      Charles W. Everest, 1833/ William Gardiner’s “Sacred Melodies,” 1815  

Solo by Becky Richter 

Second Scripture Reading:  Mark 8:31-38                                                   P. 44  in the New Testament 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.  He said all this 
quite openly.  And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  But turning and looking at his  
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan!  For you are setting your mind not on  
divine things but on human things.” 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose 
it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  For what will it 
profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life?  Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

Sermon:  Crosses                Rev. Jim DeMent 

Mark 8:34:  “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me.” 

Silence and stillness 

Congregational Hymn (silently singing):  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”             No. 92 



Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 

God of steadfast love and faithfulness,  
we are humbled as we try to do what is right  
and to walk in your ways.  
Bless, we ask, our offerings,  
and use them for your own good purposes  
in the church and in all creation.  
We pray in Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, all heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Affirmation of Faith             From A Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and in death we belong to God. 
     Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the love of God, 
      and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
     we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
           whom alone we worship and serve. 
We trust in Jesus Christ, 
     fully human, fully God.  
We trust in God, the Holy Spirit, 
          everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
     The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
           sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
      and binds us together with all believers 
           in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
With believers in every time and place, 
     we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
     can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Closing Hymn (silently singing):  “Take Up Your Cross”               No. 393 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude:  Aspiration                             - 



The God of Abraham Praise 

Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

Take Up Your Cross 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 
The shadow of a mighty rock 
Within a weary land; 
A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 
From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day.  

Upon the cross of Jesus 
Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me: 
And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess: 
The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness.  

Take up your cross, the Savior said, 
If you would my disciple be; 
Take up your cross with willing heart, 
And humbly follow after Me.  

Take up your cross, heed not the shame, 
And let your foolish heart be still; 
The Lord for you accepted death 
Up on a cross, on Calvary’s hill.  

Take up your cross; let not its weight 
Fill your weak spirit with alarm; 
Christ’s strength shall bear your spirit up 
And brace your heart and nerve your arm.  

Take up your cross, then, in Christ's strength, 
And calmly every danger brave: 
It guides you to abundant life 
And leads to victory o'er the grave.  

The God of Abraham praise, 
Who reigns enthroned above; 
The ancient of eternal days, 
The God of love! 
The Lord, the great I Am, 
By earth and heaven confessed, 
We bow before Your holy name, 
Forever blest.  

You have eternal life 
implanted in the soul; 
Your love shall be our strength and stay, 
While ages roll. 
We praise You, living God! 
We praise Your holy name; 
The first, the last, beyond all thought, 
And still the same! 

Your spirit still flows free,  
High surging where it will; 
In prophet’s word You spoke of old 
And You speak still. 
Established is Your law, 
And changeless it shall stand, 
Deep writ upon the human heart, 
on sea, or land. 

 FPC Opportunities for Worship & Service 

Sunday, March 7 

10:30 AM  Worship Service  
* The Lord’s Supper 

 
A copy of our 

“COVID-19 Pandemic 
Public Health and Safety Protocols 

for In-Person Gatherings 

at the Church” 
can be obtained as you enter the church 

or at our website: 

www.fpcofvictoria.org. 

FPC Victoria Servant Leadership 

Session Members 

Jim DeMent, Moderator 
Jack Kleinecke, Clerk of Session 
John Horadam, Worship 
Billy Leske, Building & Grounds 
Lynn McAuley, Caregiving & Fellowship 
Dawn Neel, Christian Education 
Susan Salinas, Worship 
Jim Stokes, Treasurer, Finance 
Gayla Whitaker, Caregiving & Fellowship 
Bonnie Wilkinson, Asst. Clerk, Mission & Outreach 

Other 

Paula Leske, Presbyterian Women 
Melissa Samudio, Presbyterian Day School 
Shelley Hartman, Dawn Neel,  and Helen Resendez, 
    Kids for Christ, Vacation Bible School 
Henry Hauschild, Historian 

Caregiving Concerns and Prayer Requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For caregiving concerns—please contact: 

Jack Kleinecke (361. 212.3229); or Gayla Whitaker (361. 935.0950) 

Office Hours 

Monday — Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
361.575.2441 

info@fpcofvictoria.org 

Clergy, Music, and Administration  
Rev. Jim DeMent, Interim Pastor 

Robert Wyatt, Organist/Choirmaster 
Tasha Wolf, Office Administrator 

Pastor’s Notes 

Chances are that if you have been in the Sanctuary of First Presbyterian Church, Victoria just once, you will not 
be able to forget the spectacular centerpiece of our holy place of worship:  the Cross.  Undoubtedly the building 
committee and the architects who designed our church understood that the Cross stands at the center of our 
faith.  Without the Cross, we would have no Resurrection to celebrate, and without the Resurrection, we would have 
no Messiah to follow. 

In this morning’s Scripture reading from Mark, Jesus points the disciples, and us, to his own cross.  But this is not 
the only cross of which Jesus speaks.  Each of us has a cross to bear, some sin or fatal flaw which will kill us just as 
surely as if we were nailed to a tree.  Especially during Lent, we are invited to consider what cross causes our greatest 
suffering, what sin condemns us when our hearts and minds are locked on human things rather than divine things 
(Mark 8:33).  Jesus would have us to pick up that cross and follow him.  When we do, we are promised death to our 
old sinful life and rebirth in a new, transformed life.  In losing our life of sin, we gain a new life in Christ.  
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