
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome All  
to  

Sunday Worship Service 

JULY 18, 2021 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH | 2408 N. NAVARRO ST. | VICTORIA, TEXAS 77901 

WWW.FPCOFVICTORIA.ORG | WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/FPCOFVICTORIA 

First Presbyterian Church 

July 18, 2021, 10:30 a.m. 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 11 

Facemasks are optional for those 
who have been fully vaccinated, but 

you are always welcome to wear your mask 
and you will always be respected. 

Social distancing is still maintained. 
If you wish to sing aloud,  

please sit in the front half of the Sanctuary. 

Prelude:  Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Gladness                - Brahms 

Welcome and Announcements 

* Passing of the Peace 

One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you! 

Call to Worship 

One:  Christ says, come away to a deserted place  
and rest a while.  

All: God calls us to quiet and rest, 
even as we continue to minister to those in need.  

Prayer of the Day (unison) 

O Trinity, 
fill our weakness with your strength; 
bind up our brokenness with your unity. 
Let us be about the tasks of your reconciling love. 
Use us to build a holy place 
where healing and caring and joy 
blend in the tones of worship 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

* Opening Hymn:  “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”                No. 145 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 



* Invitation to Confession 

Even our best intentions go awry 
when we are not at one with God’s purpose. 
Our gracious God journeys with us 
and provides for us 
with unending mercy, patience, and kindness 
so that when we repent, 
we find ourselves forgiven. 
Let us confess our sins. 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Eternal God, your steadfast love endures forever. 
We confess that we act as if we are in control 
as if you will bless whatever we do. 
If we think of others at all, 
it is with an eye 
toward their usefulness to us. 
If we consider your creation, 
it is to ponder what benefits us. 
Have mercy on us, God of grace. 
Forgive our sins, we humbly pray. 
Use us to break down walls of hostility 
within the church, 
among the nations, 
and around the world. 
Equip us to do your reconciling work in the world, 
giving you glory, honor, and praise 
together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever.  Amen. 

* Kyrie Eleison (unison) 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Our Lord Jesus gives us rest and peace. 
Our Master’s touch heals us, 
and his shed blood is our salvation. 

Believe in God, Friends!  
Believe the good news:  in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

* Gloria Patri (unison) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.   
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

Prayer for Illumination 

O Lord, may the reading of your Word 
draw near to you those of us once far off.  
May the hearing of your Word 
break down the dividing walls between us,  
for Jesus Christ, your living Word, is our peace.  Amen. 

First Scripture Reading:  Jeremiah 23:1-6                                                        P. 725 in the Old Testament 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD.  Therefore thus 
says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people:  It is you who 
have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them.  So I will  
attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD.  Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out 
of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be  
fruitful and multiply.  I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not 
fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he 
shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  In his days 
Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  And this is the name by which he will be called: “The 
LORD is our righteousness.” 

One: The Word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God! 

Second Scripture Reading:  Ephesians 2:11-22                                    P.P. 192-193 in the New Testament 

So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who are 
called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—remember that 
you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  For he is our peace; in his flesh he has 
made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.  He 
has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new 
humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one body 
through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it.  So he came and proclaimed peace to 
you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him both of us have access in one 
Spirit to the Father.  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints 
and also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.  In him the whole structure is joined together and grows 
into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for 
God. 

Sermon:  The Ministry of Reconciliation                  Rev. Jim DeMent 

Ephesians 2:15-16:  He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might  
create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile 
both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it.  

Silence and stillness 



* Congregational Hymn:  “There Is a Balm in Gilead”                No. 394 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory:  Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation                 - No. 417 

* Doxology (unison) 

* Prayer of Dedication (unison) 

God of green pastures and still waters, 
bless these gifts that we have been given 
that they may become part of your banquet  
for the world. Amen. 

* Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

* Closing Hymn:  “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”                  No. 417 

* Charge  

* Benediction 

Postlude:  A Mighty Fortress                   - J.C. Bach 

We have reproduced below the lyrics of the hymns selected for this morning’s worship service.  All the 
hymns below are either in the public domain or have been reproduced under license from The Presbyterian 
Hymnal (Westminster/John Knox Press, Louisville:  1990) or from Christian Copywrite Licensing  
International (ccli.com).  If you are worshiping with us from home, we encourage you to sing along.  If you 
are worshiping with us in the Sanctuary, we invite you to contemplate the lyrics as Robert Wyatt, our  
Choirmaster, plays the melodies.  Under our current Health Protocols, we must refrain from singing out 
loud, but that does not prevent us from finding comfort, hope, strength, and courage in these familiar 
hymns.  Follow the verses in this order: 

  Verse 1      Verse 3 
  Verse 2      Verse 4 

 

Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! 

There Is a Balm in Gilead 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King.  

At last the march shall end; 
The wearied ones shall rest; 
The pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest.  

Yes, on through life's long path, 
Still chanting as ye go; 
From youth to age, by night and day, 
In gladness and in woe.  

Then on, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King.  

Refrain 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!  
Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Sometimes I feel discouraged, 
And think my work's in vain, 
But then the Holy Spirit 
Revives my soul again.  

If you cannot preach like Peter, 
If you cannot pray like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus 
And say, “He died for all.”  

 
Don't ever feel discouraged, 
For Jesus is your friend, 
And if you lack for knowledge, 
He’ll not refuse to lend.  

Refrain 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To make the wounded whole. 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To heal the sinsick soul.  



Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 
Christ the head and cornerstone, 
Chosen of the Lord and precious, 
Binding all the church in one; 
Holy Zion's help forever, 
And our confidence alone.  

Here bestow on all Your servants 
What they ask of You to gain, 
What they gain from You forever 
With the blessed to retain, 
And hereafter in Your glory 
Evermore with You to reign.  

To this temple, where we call You, 
Come, O Lord of hosts, today; 
With Your wonted loving-kindness 
Hear Your people as they pray, 
And Your fullest benediction 
Shed within its walls alway.  

Laud and honor to the Father, 
Laud and honor to the Son, 
Laud and honor to the Spirit, 
Ever three and ever one; 
One in might, and One in glory, 
While unending ages run.  

FPC Opportunities for Worship & Service 

Saturday, July 24 

12:00—2:00 PM  Service of Witness to the Resurrection 
in Celebration of the Life of Mavis O’Sullivan 

Sunday, July 25 

10:30 AM  Worship Service  
 

A copy of our 
“COVID-19 Pandemic 

Public Health and Safety Protocols 
for In-Person Gatherings 

at the Church 
Updated on the Day of Pentecost 

May 23, 2021” 
can be obtained as you enter the church 

or at our website: 

www.fpcofvictoria.org. 
 

FPC Victoria Servant Leadership 

Session Members 

Jim DeMent, Moderator 
Jack Kleinecke, Clerk of Session 
John Horadam, Worship 
Billy Leske, Building & Grounds 
Lynn McAuley, Caregiving & Fellowship 
Dawn Neel, Christian Education 
Susan Salinas, Worship 
Jim Stokes, Treasurer, Finance 
Gayla Whitaker, Caregiving & Fellowship 
Bonnie Wilkinson, Asst. Clerk, Mission & Outreach 

Other 

Paula Leske, Presbyterian Women 
Melissa Samudio, Presbyterian Day School 
Shelley Hartman, Dawn Neel, and Helen Resendez, 
    Kids for Christ, Vacation Bible School 
Henry Hauschild, Historian 

Caregiving Concerns and Prayer Requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For caregiving concerns—please contact: 

Jack Kleinecke (361. 212.3229); or Gayla Whitaker (361. 935.0950) 

Office Hours 

Monday — Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
361.575.2441 

info@fpcofvictoria.org 

Clergy, Music, and Administration  
Rev. Jim DeMent, Interim Pastor 

Robert Wyatt, Organist/Choirmaster 
Tasha Wolf, Office Administrator 

Pastor’s Notes 

Our Bulletin cover features a picture of monuments located at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, New York.  The 
monuments, a gift from the West Point Class of 1961, are located around the perimeter of an area designated as "Reconciliation 
Plaza." 

The inscription on the central monument reads, "The Class of 1961 presents this memorial to the United States Military 
Academy on the occasion of its 40th reunion and one hundred forty years after the graduation of the Classes of May and June 
1861. We commemorate the reconciliation between North and South and dedicate this memorial to our classmates who died in 
service to our nation."  Beside the central moment and around the Plaza are listed the names of fallen West Point graduates who 
served in the Union and the Confederate armies, the battles in which they fell, and the instances of heroism and bravery they 
displayed on both sides of the battle lines. 

As Christians, may God give us the will, the ability, and the courage, to build our own "reconciliation plazas" in our families, 
in our communities, in our nation, and in the world!  When we do so, Christ calls us nothing less than the children of God . 

Kathryn Amsler  Gloria Aoueille  Lorraine Carpenter  Nathan Galvan 
(Son of Leila Galvan ) 

Kathleen McCameron Leonard “Mac” McCameron  Roland Merrill  Mikey Ruddock 

Jere Swoboda 
(Prior FPC Members)  

Carol Wisdom 
(Daughter of Lea Lenz)  

  


