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Welcome All  
to  

PDS Sunday  

First Presbyterian Church 

April 3, 2022 

Fifth Sunday after Lent  
PDS Sunday 

 

 

 

Prelude:  Medley of Children’s Church Songs              - arr. Robert Wyatt 

Welcome and Announcements 

*Passing of the Peace 

One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you! 

Introit:  O Lamb of God              - Phillip R. Dietterich, 1931 

Call to Worship 

One:  You have been called to the banquet.    

All: This is the feast.  

One: You have been summoned to the wedding.    

All: This is the feast of life and light.  

One: From the streets and the byways, God has invited us.    

All: We have come to the banquet that has no end. 
 Alleluia! Amen! 

Prayer of the Day (unison) 

Holy God, you set before us every day 

a bounty of good things.  

Bring us to your feasting table,  

hungry for your Word,  

eager to rebuild the cities you have made,  

and ready to receive strangers  

so that we celebrate at all times and in all places  

the peace which is life in you.  Amen. 

*Opening Hymn:  “The Church’s One Foundation”                           No. 442 

*Please stand in body or spirit.  

ORDER OF WORSHIP 



*Invitation to Confession 

Let us come before the throne of God,  
the mercy seat, 
with all of our humanity,  
open to the peace of promised forgiveness.  

*Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Almighty and merciful God, 

we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

We have followed too much 
the devices and desires of our own hearts.  
We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things  
which we ought to have done;  
and we have done those things  
which we ought not to have done. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Forgive those who confess their faults. 
Restore those who are penitent, 
according to your promises declared to the world  
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

*Kyrie Eleison  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

*Assurance of Pardon 

Our righteousness is found in Christ alone,  
a gift of God by faith. 

Believe in God, Friends!  
Believe the good news:  in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

*Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.   
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Your word, O God, is a feast all its own.  
Let your Holy Spirit open our minds to your call to listen,  
for we know your holy Word  
heals and reconciles your people.  Amen. 

First Scripture Reading:  Psalm 23                                                                P. 501 in the Old Testament 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; 
my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of 
the LORD for ever. 

Anthem:  Good Morning Lord, This Little Light of Mine, Little Me 

Presbyterian Day School Children’s Choir  

Second Scripture Reading:  Matthew 18:10-14                              P. P 19-20 in the New Testament 

“Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their angels  
continually see the face of my Father in heaven.  What do you think?  If a shepherd has a hundred 
sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go 
in search of the one that went astray?  And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than 
over the ninety-nine that never went astray.  So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of 
these little ones should be lost. 

Sermon:  Surrounded by Shepherds                Rev. Jim DeMent 

Matthew 18:12:  If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave 
the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray?  

Silence and stillness 

*Congregational Hymn:  “Jesus Loves Me”                          No. 304 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory:  Thank You, Lord                      -Seth and Bessie Sykes 

*Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, all heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 



*Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 

God of compassion and generous love, 
we give you thanks for the riches of Earth,  
which sustain our lives and  
which you have created for our joy. 
Bless these gifts for the sake of those in need  
and the work of your church. 
In peace, we pray our thanksgiving.  Amen. 

*Affirmation of Faith                 

This is the good news 
which we have received, 
in which we stand, 
and by which we are saved,  
if we hold it fast: 
that Christ died for our sins  
according to the scriptures,  
that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day,  
and that he appeared 
first to the women, 
then to Peter, and to the Twelve, 
and then to many faithful witnesses.  
We believe that Jesus is the Christ,  
the Son of the living God. 
Jesus Christ is the first and the last,  
the beginning and the end; 
he is our Lord and our God.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

One:   We pray to you, O God;  
All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 One: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 One: Lift up your hearts. 
 All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is truly right and just to give you thanks 
in every time and in every place, almighty God. 

We give you thanks for the gift of creation 
and especially for the gift of our life. 
We are grateful that you have made us in your image 
and that you pardon us when we act 
as though you have no authority over our lives. 
We are grateful that you sustain us in your great love. 

And so, with all your people, 
with angels, archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven 
we praise and magnify your glorious name, 
joining our voices in the eternal hymn: 

SANCTUS: UNISON 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

You are holy, and blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who was born of Mary and shared the joys and sorrows of the life that we know. 
You anointed Jesus Christ with your Spirit 
to preach good news to the poor, 
to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
to give sight to the blind, and to liberate the oppressed, 
proclaiming the year of the Lord’s favor. 

In Christ’s baptism, suffering, death, and resurrection 
you gave birth to your Church, and made a new covenant with us by water and the Spirit.  

Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ,  
we take from your creation this bread and this wine,  
and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the day of his coming,  
proclaiming the mystery of faith: 



GREAT IS THE MYSTERY OF FAITH: UNISON 

 Christ has died,  
 Christ is risen,  
 Christ will come again. 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your people 
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,  
so that the bread we share and the cup we bless 
will be for us the body and blood of Christ. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ  
and with all who share this feast,  
united in ministry in every place. 
As this bread is Christ’s body for us, 
send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. 

Make us one with Christ, 
one with our neighbors, 
and one in service to all the world. 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

One: Merciful God, we give thanks that you have invited us to this Table. 

All: We give thanks that you have received us as members of the body of Christ 
and have affirmed us as a community of faith. 

One: As sheep in your fold, lead us to live as faithful and dedicated disciples  
in service to all the world; 

All: in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

*Closing Hymn:  “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God”            No. 364 

*Charge  

*Benediction 

*Choral Benediction:  Lead Me, Lord                   - Samuel S Wesley, 1810-1876 

Postlude:  All Things Bright and Beautiful                     -17th Century English Melody 

We have reproduced below the lyrics of the hymns selected for this morning’s worship service.  All the 
hymns below are either in the public domain or have been reproduced, under license, from The Presbyterian 
Hymnal (Westminster/John Knox Press, Louisville:  1990) or from Christian Copywrite Licensing  
International (ccli.com).  If you are worshiping with us from home, we encourage you to sing along.  Follow 
the verses in this order: 

 
  Verse 1      Verse 3 
  Verse 2      Verse 4 



Jesus loves me, this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong; 
They are weak, but he is strong.  

Jesus loves me, this I know, 
As he loved so long ago, 
Taking children on his knee, 
Saying, "Let them come to me." 

Refrain: 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.  

The church's one Foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is His new creation, 
By water and the word; 
From heaven He came and sought her 
To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, 
And for her life He died.  

Though with a scornful wonder, 
This world see her oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, 
By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping; 
Their cry goes up, "How long?" 
And soon the night of weeping 
Shall be the morn of song.  

Elect from every nation, 
Yet one o'er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation 
One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy name she blesses, 
Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, 
With every grace endued.  

Mid toil and tribulation, 
And tumult of her war, 
She waits the consummation 
Of peace for evermore; 
Till with the vision glorious 
Her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great church victorious 
Shall be the church at rest.  

The Church’s One Foundation   

Jesus Loves Me    

I sing a song of the saints of God, 
Patient and brave and true, 
Who toiled and fought and lived and died 
For the Lord they loved and knew. 
And one was a doctor, and one was a queen, 
And one was a shepherdess on the green: 
They were all of them saints of God, and I mean, 
God helping, to be one too.  

They lived not only in ages past; 
There are hundreds of thousands still; 
The world is bright with the joyous saints 
Who love to do Jesus’ will. 
You can meet them in school, or in lanes, or at sea, 
In church, or in trains, or in shops, or at tea; 
For the saints of God are just folk like me, 
And I mean to be one too.  

They loved their Lord so dear, so dear, 
And God’s love made them strong; 
And they followed the right, for Jesus’ sake, 
The whole of their good lives long. 
And one was a soldier, and one was a priest, 
And one was slain by a fierce wild beast: 
And there’s not any reason, no, not the least, 
Why I shouldn’t be one too.  

 

I Sing a Song of the Saints of God  



FPC Opportunities for Worship & Service 

Tuesday, April 5 
11:30 AM  Presbyterian Women Coordinating Meeting 

Wednesday , April 6 
9:00 AM  PDS Science Show 
4:00 PM  Worship Committee Meeting 

Sunday, April 10 
10:30 AM Worship Service Passion Sunday 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Our Bulletin cover, “Lost Lamb,” is a painting by the American  
artist, Delwin Oliver Parson (1948-), http://www.delparson.com/
gallery.html.  Used by permission for church purposes only. 

FPC Victoria Servant Leadership 

Session Members 

Jim DeMent, Moderator 
Francis Byrne, Mission & Outreach 

John Horadam, Buildings & Grounds 

Lynn McAuley, Asst. Clerk, Caregiving & Fellowship 

Dawn Neel, Finance, Assistant Treasurer, Worship 

Patrick Patterson, Buildings and Grounds 
Becky Richter, Christian Education, Personnel 

Suzanne Salinas, Mission & Outreach, Worship 

Gayla Whitaker, Caregiving & Fellowship 

Bonnie Wilkinson, Clerk of Session, Personnel  

Other 

Lynn McAuley, Presbyterian Women 
Melissa Samudio, Presbyterian Day School 
Jim Stokes, Treasurer 
Henry Hauschild, Historian 

Caregiving Concerns and Prayer Requests 

For caregiving concerns—please contact: 
Lynn McAuley (979. 248.6238); or Gayla Whitaker (361. 935.0950) 

Office Hours 
Monday — Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

361.575.2441 
info@fpcofvictoria.org 

Clergy, Music, and Administration  
Rev. Jim DeMent, Interim Pastor 

Robert Wyatt, Organist/Choirmaster 
Erica Colding, Office Administrator 

Pastor’s Notes 

            The imagery of lambs in the Bible is ample.  In the Old Testament, the lamb was one of the “worthiest” 
sacrifices that could be offered to God (e.g., Numbers 24:8; Exodus 29:39).  Genesis 4:14 records the earliest of 
such sacrifices when Able sacrificed “the firstlings of his flock” to the Lord.  In the agrarian economy of the  
Middle East, sheep were a valuable commodity, and to sacrifice a lamb to God was to give to Him a highly prized  
possession. 

            In the New Testament, the lamb takes on a dual significance.  The “Lamb of God” (Agnus Dei, in Latin) is 
Jesus Christ himself.  In the tradition of the Old Testament, God gave his only begotten Son to be “sacrificed” on 
the Cross as a single, final act of atonement for all of humanity’s sin. 

            The lamb also became a symbol of gentleness, purity, and innocence--  like Jesus himself, but also like 
young children.  Jesus (the “Good Shepherd”; John 10:11) tends to his lambs, young and old.  He calls us to him, 
and he searches for us when we are lost.  Today, on PDS Sunday, we celebrate the young lambs entrusted to our 
care.  Every day, the young disciples at PDS are taught, by word and deed, that Jesus is their shepherd, one who 
loves them and one who will lead them on the “paths of righteous” as they grow up. 

Kathryn Amsler  Gloria Aoueille Bette Austin  
Nathan Galvan 

(Son of Leila Galvan) 

Kathleen McCameron 
Leonard “Mac: 
MCCameron 

Linda Patterson 
Maria Pezeski 

(Mother of Leila Galvan) 

Mikey Ruddock 
Jere Swoboda 

(Prior FPC Member) 

Carol Wisdom 
(Daughter of Lea Lenz) Bob Zawadzki  
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