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Prelude:  Redemption                                 - Lani Smith, 1991 

Welcome and Announcements 

Passing of the Peace 

One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you! 

Introit:  Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain                   - John of Damascus, 675-749,  
                Arthur Seymore Sullivvan, 1842-1900 

Call to Worship 

One:  Alleluia, Christ is risen!  
All: The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
One:  Blessing and honor is yours, O God.     
All: Glory to God forever. Alleluia!  

Prayer of the Day (unison) 

Almighty God, to whom all honor belongs,  
you have gathered a people  
from every tribe and language  
to praise your name eternally.  
Join our song with all of heaven  
as we worship you this day  
in the glorious light of Christ.  Amen. 

*Opening Hymn :  “Crown Him with Many Crowns”                   No. 151 

*Invitation to Confession 

God is present to guide our journey  
and eager to forgive us when we go astray;  
therefore, in humility and faith, 
let us confess our sins against God and neighbor. 

*Please stand in body or sprit.  

ORDER OF WORSHIP 



*Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Holy God,  
we confess that we have strayed  
from your paths of right relationship and peace,  
and we have dishonored you,  
ourselves, and your creation;  
we repent of these hurtful ways.  
Forgive us, we pray,  
as we learn to forgive others,  
and guide our feet into the way of peace.  Amen. 

*Kyrie Eleison 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

*Assurance of Pardon 

God’s mercy overflows as a healing spring  
to cleanse us of our offenses; 
therefore, receive new life in Christ. 
Believe in God, Friends!  
Believe the good news:  in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

*Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.   
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Shepherd of Souls,  
you call us to an abundant feast  
at the table of your word;  
open our hearts to receive your goodness,  
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we might dwell evermore deeply in you.  Amen. 

First Scripture Reading:  Psalm 100                                                           P. 552 in the New Testament 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
     Worship the LORD with gladness; 
    come into his presence with singing. 
 Know that the LORD is God. 
    It is he that made us, and we are his;  
    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
    and his courts with praise. 
    Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
 For the LORD is good; 
    his steadfast love endures forever, 
    and his faithfulness to all generations. 

Organ Anthem:  Wondrous Love                       -    1835 Southern Harmony  
                   arr. James Mansfield, 1985 

Second Scripture Reading:  Revelation 7:9-17                                     P.P. 249-250 in the New Testament 

 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in 
white, with palm branches in their hands.  They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, 

 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever!  Amen.” 

 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying,  “Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?”  I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.”  Then he said to me, “These are 
they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 

 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
       and worship him day and night within his temple, 
       and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
       the sun will not strike them, 
       nor any scorching heat; 
 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
       and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 



Sermon:  The Great Ordeal                         Rev. Jim DeMent 

Revelation 7:14:  “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 

Silence and stillness 

*Congregational Hymn:  “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”                          No. 387 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory:  My Shepherd Will Supply My Need                         -19th Century Southern Melody 

*Doxology (unison) 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 

Holy God, Divine Shepherd,  
you anoint us with the oil of gladness;  
your love overflows our hearts.  
Accept our offering for the good of the world  
as we joyfully give thanks for our life in you.  
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

*Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed) (unison) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

One: O Risen Christ, 
All: Open our eyes to your mercy in the world.  

*Closing Hymn:  “Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim”                No. 477 

Charge  

Benediction 

Choral Benediction:  O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing                  -John Tisserand, D. 1494  
            15th Century French Tune 

Postlude:  O Christ, The Healer                                           -16th Century German Tune  

We have reproduced below the lyrics of the hymns selected for this morning’s worship service.  All the 
hymns below are either in the public domain or have been reproduced, under license, from The Presbyterian 
Hymnal (Westminster/John Knox Press, Louisville:  1990) or from Christian Copywrite Licensing  
International (ccli.com).  If you are worshiping with us from home, we encourage you to sing along.  Follow 
the verses in this order: 

 
  Verse 1      Verse 3 
  Verse 2      Verse 4 

Crown Him with Many Crowns 

Crown Him with many crowns, 
The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns 
All music but its own! 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless King 
Through all eternity.  

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 
From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 
His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 
Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

Crown Him the Lord of love; 
Behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, 
In beauty glorified: 
No angels in the sky 
Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bends their burning eye 
At mysteries so bright.  

Crown Him the Lord of years, 
The Potentate of time; 
Creator of the rolling spheres, 
Ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
For Thou hast died for me; 
Thy praise shall never, never fail 
Throughout eternity.  

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, 
Much we need Thy tender care; 
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, 
For our use Thy folds prepare: 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are; 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.  

Early let us seek Thy favor; 
Early let us do Thy will; 
Blessed Lord and only Savior, 
With Thy love our bosoms fill: 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast loved us, love us still; 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast loved us, love us still.  

Thou hast promised to receive us, 
Poor and sinful though we be; 
Thou hast mercy to relieve us, 
Grace to cleanse, and power to free: 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Early let us turn to Thee; 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Early let us turn to Thee.  

 

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 



Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim 

Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim,  
And publish abroad His wonderful name;  
The name all-victorious of Jesus extol;  
His kingdom is glorious, He rules over all.  

"Salvation to God, who sits on the throne,"  
Let all cry aloud, and honor the Son;  
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,  
Fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb.   

God ruleth on high, almighty to save;  
And still He is nigh, his presence we have;  
The great congregation His triumph shall sing,  
Ascribing salvation to Jesus our King.   

Then let us adore, and give Him His right, 
All glory and power, all wisdom and might,  
All honor and blessing, with angels above,  
And thanks never ceasing, and infinite love.   FPC Opportunities for Worship & Service 

Monday, May 9 
2:00 PM Presbyterian Women Mary & Martha Circle  
6:00 PM Session Meeting  

Thursday, May 12 
9:00 AM Adele Carsner Young Circle  

Sunday, May 15 
10:30 AM  Worship Service  
 Graduating Senior Sunday  

 

Caregiving Concerns and Prayer Requests 

For caregiving concerns—please contact: 
Bonnie Wilkinson (361. 571.7081); or Gayla Whitaker (361. 935.0950) 

Office Hours 
Monday — Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

361.575.2441 
info@fpcofvictoria.org 

Clergy, Music, and Administration  
Rev. Jim DeMent, Interim Pastor 

Robert Wyatt, Organist/Choirmaster 
Erica Colding, Office Administrator 

Pastor’s Notes 

 The rich imagery in the last Book of the Bible, The Revelation to John, should not be overlooked or discounted.  The Book 
is full of mysterious symbols, e.g., locusts appearing like horses equipped for battle (9:7); horses with heads like lions with fire and 
smoke and sulfur coming out of their mouths (9:17); a great dragon, a serpent, who was called the Devil and Satan (12:9).  It is 
hard to believe, however, that John was being literal.  It is easier to understand that John is trying to describe the indescribable. 

            For example, the stock photograph on our Bulletin cover this morning depicts a “crowd,” or maybe even a “multitude.”  
And yet, if you were to count the people in the picture (please don’t, or at least not during this morning’s sermon!), do you imag-
ine that you would even reach 5,000?  Yet, John tells us that standing before the throne of God and before the Lamb was a  
multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages (7:9).  In last week’s reading from 
Revelation, those surrounding the throne “numbered myriads of myriads and thousand of thousands” (5:11).  This is how John 
says “all, everybody in the universe.”  Locusts, lion-headed horses, and serpent-dragon is how John says “evil.”  

            This morning, “white robes” (7:14) is how John describes the redemption, the salvation made possible for us by Christ’s 
death on the Cross.  No matter what great ordeals beset us in life, no matter how terrible they may look in reality or in our  
imaginations, John tells us, in word and vivid imagery, that in the Revelation given to him by God, God promises us shelter,  
sustenance, and comfort.  God sent his Son to guide us, like a shepherd, to springs of the water of life (7:17). 
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Jim DeMent, Moderator 
Francis Byrne, Mission & Outreach 

John Horadam, Buildings & Grounds 

Lynn McAuley, Asst. Clerk, Caregiving & Fellowship 

Dawn Neel, Finance, Assistant Treasurer, Worship 

Patrick Patterson, Buildings and Grounds 
Becky Richter, Christian Education, Personnel 

Suzanne Salinas, Mission & Outreach, Worship 

Gayla Whitaker, Caregiving & Fellowship 

Bonnie Wilkinson, Clerk of Session, Personnel  
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Lynn McAuley, Presbyterian Women 
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Mikey Ruddock Bob & Gayla Whitaker  
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