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Prelude  “The Pentecostal Flame”                 - Ellen Jane Lorenz, 1948 

Welcome and Announcements  

*Passing of the Peace 

One:  The peace of Christ be with you. 

All:  And also with you! 

Introit:  There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit                  - Doris Akers, 1962 

Call to Worship 

One:  How manifold are your works, O Lord!    

All:  In wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures.    

One:  You send forth your spirit, 
and they are created;  

All:  and so you renew 
the face of the earth.   

One:  I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;   

All:  I will praise my God 
while I have my being.   

Prayer of the Day (unison) 

Holy God, who comes to us in breath, 
visits us from the throne of heaven, 
and sets us aflame with amazement and joy, 
you open our paths to new visions 
and guide our feet deeper into your wisdom. 
Give us faith to trust your presence, 
through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you  
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

*Please stand in body or sprit.  

ORDER OF WORSHIP 



Litany for Pentecost 

Holy Spirit, Creator, 
in the beginning you moved over the waters.  
From your breath all creation drew life. 
Without you, life turns to dust. 
Come, Holy Spirit! 

Holy Spirit, Counselor, 
by your inspiration, the prophets spoke and acted in faith.  
You clothed them in power to be bearers of your Word. 
Come, Holy Spirit! 

Holy Spirit, Power, 
you came as fire to Jesus’ disciples; 
you gave them voice before the rulers of this world. 
Come, Holy Spirit! 

Holy Spirit, Sanctifier, 
you created us children of God; 
you make us the living temple of your presence; 
you intercede within us with sighs too deep for words. 
Come, Holy Spirit! 

Holy Spirit, Giver of life, 
you guide and make holy the church you create;  
you give gifts— 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
the spirit of counsel and fortitude, 
the spirit of knowledge and piety,  
the spirit of the fear of the Lord, 
that the whole creation may be transformed. 
Come, Holy Spirit! 

True and only Light, 
from whom comes every good gift:  
Send your Spirit into our lives  
with the power of a mighty wind.  
Open the horizons of our minds   
by the flame of your wisdom. 
Loosen our tongues to show your praise, 
for only in your Spirit can we voice your words of peace  
and acclaim Jesus as Lord.  Amen. 

*Opening Hymn:  “All Creatures of Our God and King ”                No. 455 

*Invitation to Confession 

We have in us our risen Lord Jesus;  
we have in us the misery of the harm of Adam’s falling and dying.  
We are steadfastly protected by Christ,  
and by the touch of his grace we are raised into sure trust of salvation.  
And by Adam’s fall our perceptions are so shattered in various ways,  
by sins and by different sufferings,  
that we are so darkened and blinded that we can hardly find any comfort. 

In the strong assurance of pardon, let us confess our sin. 

*Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Without your power, O God, we are lost. 
We have done the things we would avoid, 
and what you desire, we have not done. 
By your purifying fire transform our lives;  
guide us into honesty and compassion 
so that filled with your peace 
our dreams and visions may be one with yours; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

*Kyrie Eleison (unison) 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

*Assurance of Pardon 

Hope does not disappoint us, 
for God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit given to us in baptism. 

Believe in God, Friends! 
Believe the good news:  in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

*Gloria Patri (unison) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.   
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   
Amen, amen. 



Prayer for Illumination 

Holy Wisdom, you are the pillar of fire  
that leads us into each new moment of our lives.  
By the power of your Spirit, 
settle now into our hearts and illumine your will; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  

First Scripture Reading:  Genesis 11:1-9             P. 9 in the Old Testament 

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words.  And as they migrated from the east, 
they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.  And they said to one another, 
“Come, let us make bricks and fire them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone and bitumen for 
mortar.  Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, 
and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the 
whole earth.”  The LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which mortals had built.  And 
the LORD said, “Look, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the  
beginning of what they will do; nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them.  
Come, let us go down and confuse their language there, so that they will not understand one an-
other’s speech.”  So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and 
they left off building the city.  Therefore it was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the 
language of all the earth, and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of all the 
earth.  

Anthem:   

Second Scripture Reading:  Acts 2:1-21                                                    P. 119 in the New Testament 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  And at this sound the 
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each.  Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  And how is it 
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of  
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in 
our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.”  All were amazed and  
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”  But others sneered and said, “They are filled 
with new wine.” 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live 
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  Indeed, these are not drunk, as you  
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

(continued on next page) 

Second Scripture Reading (continued) 

‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
    and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
        and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood, 
        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 

Sermon:  The Birth of Christ’s Church            Rev. Jim DeMent 

Acts 2:2-4:  And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Silence and stillness 

*Congregational Hymn:  “Let Every Christian Pray ”           No. 130 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory:  Come Down, O Love Divine                             -Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 

*Doxology (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, all heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 

God of mercy, we give you thanks for all that your bounty creates. 
The gifts we bring today acknowledge our debt to you  
and our intent to relieve others of their burdens. 
Bless what we offer and bless those who will be shown  
deeds of power through them; 
in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 



*Affirmation of Faith (unison)       From A Brief Statement of Faith 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles  
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,  
engages us in the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism,  
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,  
and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.  
In a broken and fearful world  
the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing,  
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,  
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,  
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,  
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,  
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives,  
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,  
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

Prayers of the People 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 One: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 One: Lift up your hearts. 
 All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is truly right and just to give you thanks 
in every time and in every place, almighty God. 

We give you thanks for the gift of creation 
and especially for the gift of our life. 
We are grateful that you have made us in your image 
and that you pardon us when we act 
as though you have no authority over our lives. 
We are grateful that you sustain us in your great love. 

And so, with all your people, 
with angels, archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven 
we praise and magnify your glorious name, 
joining our voices in the eternal hymn: 

SANCTUS: UNISON 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

You are holy, and blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who was born of Mary and shared the joys and sorrows of the life that we know. 
You anointed Jesus Christ with your Spirit 
to preach good news to the poor, 
to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
to give sight to the blind, and to liberate the oppressed, 
proclaiming the year of the Lord’s favor. 

In Christ’s baptism, suffering, death, and resurrection 
you gave birth to your Church, and made a new covenant with us by water and the Spirit.  

Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ,  
we take from your creation this bread and this wine,  
and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the day of his coming,  
proclaiming the mystery of faith: 

GREAT IS THE MYSTERY OF FAITH: UNISON 

 Christ has died,  
 Christ is risen,  
 Christ will come again. 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your people 
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,  
so that the bread we share and the cup we bless 
will be for us the body and blood of Christ. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ  
and with all who share this feast,  
united in ministry in every place. 
As this bread is Christ’s body for us, 
send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. 

Make us one with Christ, 
one with our neighbors, 
and one in service to all the world. 

Keep us faithful in your service  
until Christ comes in final victory, 
and we shall feast with all your saints  
in the joy of your eternal realm. 



Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

One: We give you thanks, Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the gifts of grace we have received from your hand.  

All: Now send us forth to reflect your light and your love, 
proclaiming your saving death and resurrection  
until you come again in glory.  Amen 

*Closing Hymn:  “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song”                        No. 314 

*Charge  

*Benediction 

Choral Benediction:  Spirit of the Living God                        -Daniel Iverson, 1935 

Postlude:  Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us           -Thomas John Williams, 1890 

We have reproduced below the lyrics of the hymns selected for this morning’s worship service.  All the 
hymns below are either in the public domain or have been reproduced under license from The Presbyterian 
Hymnal (Westminster/John Knox Press, Louisville:  1990) or from Christian Copywrite Licensing  
International (ccli.com).  If you are worshiping with us from home, we encourage you to sing along.   
Follow the verses in this order: 

  Verse 1      Verse 3 
  Verse 2      Verse 4 

 

All Creatures of Our God and King 

All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam, 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou fertile earth, that day by day 
Unfoldest blessings on your way, 
O sing ye! Alleluia! 
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 
Let them God’s glory also show! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along, 
O sing ye! Alleluia! 
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 
Ye lights of evening, find a voice! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

And everyone of tender heart, 
Forgive others, take your part. 
O sing ye!  Alleluia! 
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 
Praise God and cast on God you care! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!   
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
Make music for thy Lord to hear, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thou fire so masterful and bright, 
That givest us both warmth and light, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

All creatures, your Creator bless, 
And Worship God in humbleness 
O sing ye!  Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in one! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!   
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   



Let Every Christian Pray 

Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song  

Like the murmur of the dove’s song, 
Like the challenge of her flight, 
Like the vigor of the wind’s rush, 
Like the new flame’s eager might: 
Come, Holy Spirit, come.  

With the healing of division, 
With the ceaseless voice of prayer, 
With the power to love and witness, 
With the peace beyond compare: 
Come, Holy Spirit, come.  

To the members of Christ’s body, 
To the branches of the Vine, 
To the church in faith assembled, 
To her midst as gift and sign: 
Come, Holy Spirit, come.  

 

Let every Christian pray, 
This day and every day, 
Come, Holy Spirit, come! 
Was not the church we love 
Commissioned from above? 
Come, Holy Spirit, come!  

The Holy Spirit's power 
Can fit us for this hour: 
Come, Holy Spirit, come! 
Instruct, inspire, unite 
And help us see the light: 
Come, Holy Spirit, come!  

The Spirit brought to birth 
The Church of Christ on earth 
To seek and save the lost: 
God never has withdrawn, 
Since that tremendous dawn, 
The gifts at Pentecost.  

 

  FPC Opportunities for Worship & Service 

Monday June 6 
6:00 PM  Session Meeting  

Wednesday, June 8 
7:30 PM  Bach Festival Concert 

Thursday June 9 
Noon  Bach Festival Concert  

Sunday, June 12  
10:30 AM  Worship Service  

 

Caregiving Concerns and Prayer Requests 
 
 
 
 
 

For caregiving concerns—please contact: 
Lynn McAuley (979.248.6238); or Gayla Whitaker (361. 935.0950) 

FPC Victoria Servant Leadership 

Session Members 

Jim DeMent, Moderator 
Francis Byrne, Mission & Outreach 

John Horadam, Buildings & Grounds 

Lynn McAuley, Asst. Clerk, Caregiving & Fellowship 

Dawn Neel, Finance, Assistant Treasurer, Worship 

Patrick Patterson, Buildings and Grounds 
Becky Richter, Christian Education, Personnel 

Suzanne Salinas, Mission & Outreach, Worship 

Gayla Whitaker, Caregiving & Fellowship 

Bonnie Wilkinson, Clerk of Session, Personnel  

Other 

Lynn McAuley, Presbyterian Women 
Melissa Samudio, Presbyterian Day School 
Jim Stokes, Treasurer 
Henry Hauschild, Historian 

Office Hours 
Monday — Friday, 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

361.575.2441 
info@fpcofvictoria.org 

Clergy, Music, and Administration  
Rev. Jim DeMent, Interim Pastor 

Robert Wyatt, Organist/Choirmaster 
Erica Colding, Office Administrator 

Bulletin Cover 

The Bulletin cover for this worship service features a work by the contemporary America artist, John Stushie.  
This colorful piece contains the vivid red associated with the Day of Pentecost (“divided tongues, as of fire” Acts 
2:3) as well as the white dove, the symbol of the Holy Spirit (“all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit” Acts 2:4).  
© 2014 John Stushie; all rights reserved.  Used by permission of the artist. 

The title of the work, “After the Fire,” compels all Christians to ask themselves, “What are we to do after the 

Day of Pentecost?”  “What are we to do now that Jesus’ promise has been fulfilled” (“ … you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth . . . ” Acts 1:8).  Clearly, we must witness the good news of Christ’s salvation to the ends of the earth!  On 

the Day of Pentecost, the day of the birth of Christ’s church, we were given the power; after that day, we must never 

lose the will. 
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