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Prelude:  Assurance                      -Phoebe P. Knapp, 1873 / J. S. Bach, 1685-1750 / arr. John Ness Beck, 1980 

Welcome and Announcements 

Passing of the Peace 

One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you! 

Call to Worship 

One:  All the paths of the Lord 
are steadfast love and faithfulness 
for those who keep God’s covenants. 
God leads the humble in what is right 
and teaches them God’s way. 

Prayer of the Day (unison) 

Give your church, O God,  
the grace to serve you with courage,  
that our lives may be a witness to your compassion  
and our actions a testimony to your mercy.  
Though Jesus Christ our Lord,  
by the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray.  Amen.  

*Opening Hymn:  “God of the Ages”                     No. 262 

*Invitation to Confession 

The God who demands justice from us 
is the God who pours out mercy upon us. 
Trusting in that gracious love, 
let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

*Please stand in body or sprit.  

ORDER OF WORSHIP 



*Prayer of Confession (unison) 

God of Love and Mercy:  
We confess that we have failed to live  
as your beloved sons and daughters.  
We have set our minds on the things of this world,  
and we have neglected the inheritance of love  
you bestow upon your saints.  
We have pursued selfish aims in our daily business;  
we have harbored uncharitable thoughts  
toward our enemies and friends;  
we have avoided difficult responsibilities to  

our neighbors.  
Forgive us, we pray.  
Free us from our selfish ways.  
Fill us with radical hope 
and strengthen us to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ, 
in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

*Kyrie Eleison 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

*Assurance of Pardon 

Before, because of our evil thoughts and actions,  
we were strangers and enemies of God. 
Now, we have been reconciled to God  
by the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Believe in God, Friends!  
Believe the good news:  in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

*Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.   
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

Prayer of Illumination 

O God, as we receive your Word 
through your Holy Spirit, 
open our eyes to your justice, 
open our ears to your judgment, 
open our hearts to your faith, 
to your hope, and to your love.  Amen 

First Scripture Reading:  Psalm 82                                                              P. 542 in the Old Testament 

God has taken his place in the divine council; 
    in the midst of the gods he holds judgment: 
“How long will you judge unjustly 
    and show partiality to the wicked?  
Give justice to the weak and the orphan; 
    maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute. 
Rescue the weak and the needy; 
    deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 
They have neither knowledge nor understanding; 
    they walk around in darkness; 
    all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
I say, “You are gods, 
    children of the Most High, all of you; 
nevertheless, you shall die like mortals 
    and fall like any prince.” 
Rise up, O God, judge the earth, 
    for all the nations belong to you! 

Piano Anthem:  Early One Morning                                -Ancient English Carrol 

Played by C. F. Schneider 

Second Scripture Reading:  Colossians 1:1-14                                    P. P. 199-200 in the New Testament 

 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

 To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 

 In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have 
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope 
laid up for you in heaven.  You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel 
that has come to you.  Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing 
fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God.  This you 
learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 
and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 

 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that 
you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that 
you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as 
you grow in the knowledge of God.  May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from 
his glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully giving thanks to the  
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light.  He has rescued us 
from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 



Sermon:  Radical Hope                              Rev. Jim DeMent  

Colossians 1:4-5:  . . . for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you 
have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. 

Silence and stillness 

*Congregational Hymn:  “Blessed Assurance”                            No. 341 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory:  O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go                           -Alfred L. Peace, 1844-1912 

*Doxology (unison) 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 

Receive these gifts from our hands, O God.  
May our lives be an offering that is pleasing to you,  
good gifts that come from the knowledge of life and hope in  
Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

*Affirmation of Faith (unison)                            Based on excerpts from Holy Scripture  

This is the good news 
which we have received, 
in which we stand, 
and by which we are saved,  
if we hold it fast: 
that Christ died for our sins  
according to the scriptures,  
that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day,  
and that he appeared 
first to the women, 
then to Peter, and to the Twelve, 
and then to many faithful witnesses.  
We believe that Jesus is the Christ,  
the Son of the living God. 
Jesus Christ is the first and the last,  
the beginning and the end; 
he is our Lord and our God.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

*Closing Hymn:  “Today We Are Called to Be Disciples”                             No. 434 

Charge  

Benediction 

Postlude:  Oh, Praise the Lord                        -Clarence Kohlmann, 1945 

We have reproduced below the lyrics of the hymns selected for this morning’s worship service.  All the 
hymns below are either in the public domain or have been reproduced, under license, from The Presbyterian 
Hymnal (Westminster/John Knox Press, Louisville:  1990) or from Christian Copywrite Licensing  
International (ccli.com).  If you are worshiping with us from home, we encourage you to sing along.  Follow 
the verses in this order: 

 
  Verse 1      Verse 3 
  Verse 2      Verse 4 

God of the Ages 

Blessed Assurance 

God of the ages, whose almighty hand 
Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 
Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
Our grateful songs before thy Throne arise. 

From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence, 
Be Thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 
Thy true religion in our hearts increase; 
Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

Thy love divine hath led us in the past; 
In this free land by Thee our lot is cast; 
Be Thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay; 
Thy Word our law, Thy paths our chosen way.  

Refresh Thy people on their toilsome way, 
Lead us from night to never-ending day; 
Fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
And glory, laud, and praise be ever Thine. 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of his Spirit, washed in His blood.  
Refrain  

Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and bless’d, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.  
Refrain  

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight. 
Angels, descending, bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
Refrain  

Refrain: 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long.  



Today We Are Called to Be Disciples 

Today we all are called to be  
Disciples of the Lord, 
To help to set the captive free, 
Make plow-share out of sword, 
To feed the hungry, quench their thirst, 
Make love and peace our fast, 
To serve the poor and homeless first,  
Our ease and comfort last.  

Pray justice may come rolling down 
As in a mighty stream, 
With righteousness in field and town 
To cleanse us and redeem. 
For God is longing to restore  
An earth where conflicts cease, 
A world that was created for 
A harmony of peace.  

God made the world and its birth  
Ordained our human race 
To live as stewards of the earth, 
Responding to God’s grace. 
But we are vain and sadly proud, 
We sow not peace but strife, 
Our discord spreads a deadly cloud  
That threatens all of life.  

May we in service to our God 
Act out the living Word, 
And walk the road the saints have trod 
Till all have seen and heard. 
As stewards of the earth may we  
Give thanks in one accord 
To God who calls is all to be  
Disciples of the Lord. 

FPC Opportunities for Worship & Service 

Monday, July 11 
6:00 PM Session Meeting 

Sunday, July 17 
10:30 AM  Worship Service 
Potluck luncheon and Congregational  
 Meeting to follow in Fellowship Hall  

Caregiving Concerns and Prayer Requests 
 

For caregiving concerns—please contact: 
Lynn McAuley (979.248.6238); or Gayla Whitaker (361. 935.0950) 

Office Hours 
Monday — Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

361.575.2441 
info@fpcofvictoria.org 

Clergy, Music, and Administration  
Rev. Jim DeMent, Interim Pastor 

Robert Wyatt, Organist/Choirmaster 
Erica Colding, Office Administrator 

Pastor’s Notes  

 Despite its prominence in the New Testament, in Paul’s day, Colossae (located in the interior of modern Turkey) was 
not a major city in the Roman Empire.  In its heyday, Colossae was located on a busy trade route over which goods were 
transported by land between Italy and Greece (in the west) and Turkey, Syria, Israel, and Egypt (in the east).  By the time Paul 
was founding churches, however, Colossae had been bypassed by a new, shorter Roman road that went from Ephesus (on the 
coast) through Laodicea (to the north).  Sometime between AD 60 and AD 64, shortly after the Letter to the Colossians was 
written, Colossae was destroyed by a severe earthquake.  Today, all that is left of that ancient city is an earthen mound that 
archaeologists have not yet begun to excavate. 
 The miracle of faith, witnessed over and over again these past 2,000 years, is that the Gospel survives earthquakes, fire, 
hurricanes, and even the rerouting of highways.  The radical hope of Christianity lies not in the temporal appointment of 
churches and large centers of worship (although, in context, churches are always important), but rather in the strength of the 
revelation of the good news made manifest in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Our hope is in that message, 
and in the messenger--  God’s beloved Son.   
 As we gather for fellowship and worship, let us rekindle our radical hope in the Gospel.  It is in such hope that we build 
and sustain churches, and importantly, it is in such hope that sins are forgiven, lives are transformed, and God’s peace, on 
earth and in heaven, is revealed.   

FPC Victoria Servant Leadership 

Session Members 

Jim DeMent, Moderator 
Francis Byrne, Mission & Outreach 

John Horadam, Buildings & Grounds 

Lynn McAuley, Asst. Clerk, Caregiving & Fellowship 

Dawn Neel, Finance, Assistant Treasurer, Worship 

Patrick Patterson, Buildings and Grounds 
Becky Richter, Christian Education, Personnel 

Suzanne Salinas, Mission & Outreach, Worship 

Gayla Whitaker, Caregiving & Fellowship 

Bonnie Wilkinson, Clerk of Session, Personnel  

Other 

Lynn McAuley, Presbyterian Women 
Melissa Samudio, Presbyterian Day School 
Jim Stokes, Treasurer 
Henry Hauschild, Historian 

Gloria Aoueille Bette Austin  Bette Burris 
Nathan Galvan 

(Son of Leila Galvan) 

Kathleen McCameron Linda Patterson 
Maria Pezeski 

(Mother of Leila Galvan) 
Mikey Ruddock 

Jim Stokes Bob & Gayla Whitaker  
Carol Wisdom 

(Daughter of Lea Lenz) 
 


