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Prelude:  Sing to the Great Jehovah’s Praise                         -arr. Lani Smith, 1991 

Welcome and Announcements 

Passing of the Peace 

One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you! 

Call to Worship 

One:  Sisters and brothers, 
we have been raised with Christ to new life, 
freed from every fear, 
and granted every grace. 

All:  With songs of praise, let us worship God. 

Prayer of the Day (unison) 

Extravagant God, 
you offer riches that no earthly pleasures can match. 
You pour out mercy and cover us with love. 
You show us true justice and offer us peace. 
You provide us with every need 
and promise us eternal life with you. 
In the midst of the glitz and glamour of this world, 
nothing, and no one, shines with your brilliance. 
Bathe us in the light of Christ, 
illumine us with your Holy Spirit, 
and enable us to live only for you. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

*Opening Hymn:  “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”                 No. 229 

*Please stand in body or sprit.  

ORDER OF WORSHIP 



*Invitation to Confession 

Already assured that forgiveness is ours in Jesus Christ, 
let us lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely, 
that we might receive mercy and amend our lives. 

*Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Holy God, 
you lavish us with good gifts, 
yet we persist in seeking after that  
which robs us of abundant life. 
We hold fast to our anxieties 
and give in to our greed; 
we desire the very things that harm us. 
Forgive us, cleanse us, 
and sustain us by the strength of your Holy Spirit, 
we ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

*Kyrie Eleison 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

*Assurance of Pardon 

If God is for us, who is against us? 
In Jesus Christ you have been set free. 

Believe in God, Friends!  
Believe the good news:  in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

*Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.   
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Holy God, 
send us your wisdom.  
By the power of your Holy Spirit 
open the Scriptures to us today, 
that in the Word read and proclaimed 
we might know your truth. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

First Scripture Reading:  Psalm 107:1-9, 43                                       P. P. 559 & 560 in the Old Testament 

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, 
    those he redeemed from trouble 
and gathered in from the lands, 
    from the east and from the west, 
    from the north and from the south. 
Some wandered in desert wastes, 
    finding no way to an inhabited town; 
hungry and thirsty, 
    their soul fainted within them. 
Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, 
    and he delivered them from their distress; 
he led them by a straight way, 
    until they reached an inhabited town. 
Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, 
    for his wonderful works to humankind. 
For he satisfies the thirsty, 
    and the hungry he fills with good things 
Let those who are wise pay attention to these things 
    and consider the steadfast love of the LORD. 

Anthem:  Treasures in Heaven                                            -Allen Pote, 1989 

The lyrics to this anthem are printed in the back of this Bulletin for your contemplation as Robert Wyatt plays the melody  

Second Scripture Reading:  Colossians 3:1-11                                                    P. 201 in the New Testament 

 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God.  Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, for 
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ who is your life is revealed, then 
you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and greed (which is idolatry).  On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are  
disobedient.  These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life.  But now you 
must get rid of all such things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth.  Do 
not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed 
yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator.  
In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
enslaved and free, but Christ is all and in all! 

Sermon:  What Does the Future Hold?                                  Rev. Jim DeMent 

Colossians 3:2-3:  Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 
for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

Silence and stillness 



*Congregational Hymn:  “Be Thou My Vision”                            No. 339 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory:  If Thou But trust in God to Guide Thee                                 -George Neumark, 1657 

*Doxology (unison) 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 

All we have and all we are comes from you, O God, 
our Father, our Mother, our Creator, our Sovereign. 
If we were to give thanks until the end of time, 
we could not repay your benevolence and grace. 
Take these meager offerings, we pray, 
and increase our generosity, 
that everything we say and do 
might show forth your irrepressible love. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*Affirmation of Faith (unison)       From A Brief Statement of Faith 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles  
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,  
engages us in the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism,  
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,  
and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.  
In a broken and fearful world  
the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing,  
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,  
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,  
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,  
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,  
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives,  
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,  
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

*Closing Hymn:  “Seek Ye First”                   No. 333 

Charge  

Benediction 

Postlude:  O God the Creator                         -Joy F. Patterson, 1989 

We have reproduced below the lyrics of the hymns selected for this morning’s worship service.  All the 
hymns below are either in the public domain or have been reproduced, under license, from The Presbyterian 
Hymnal (Westminster/John Knox Press, Louisville:  1990) or from Christian Copywrite Licensing  
International (ccli.com).  If you are worshiping with us from home, we encourage you to sing along.  Follow 
the verses in this order: 

 
  Verse 1      Verse 3 
  Verse 2      Verse 4 

From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies 
Let the Creator's praise arise: 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Let the Redeemer's name be sung 
Through every land, in every tongue.  
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord; 
Eternal truth attends Thy word: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore, 
Till suns shall rise and set no more.  
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

In every land begin the song, 
To every land the strains belong: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
In cheerful sound all voices raise.  
And fill the world with joyful praise. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 



Seek Ye First 

Be Thou My Vision 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Nought be all else to me, save that thou art—  
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.  

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.  

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 
Great God of heaven, my treasure Thou art.  

 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And His righteousness; 
And all these things shall be added unto you. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Ask, and it shall be given unto you, 
Seek, and ye shall find, 
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

Where moth and rust corrupt, 

And where thieves break in and steal. 

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

For where your treasure is  

There will your heart be also. 

Give unto God with cheerfulness, not necessity or regret. 

But give from within, give from within, 

From within your heart. 

Treasures in Heaven 

FPC Opportunities for Worship & Service 

Tuesday, August 2 
12:00 PM  Presbyterian Women Coordinating Council 

Wednesday, August 3 
4:00 PM  Worship Committee Meeting 

Friday, August 5 
10:00 AM  Church Cleaning (Office space & halls) 

Sunday, August 7 
10:30 AM  Worship Service  
 The Lord’s Supper  

Caregiving Concerns and Prayer Requests 
 

For caregiving concerns—please contact: 
Lynn McAuley (979.248.6238); or Gayla Whitaker (361. 935.0950) 

Office Hours 
Monday — Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

361.575.2441 
info@fpcofvictoria.org 

Clergy, Music, and Administration  
Rev. Jim DeMent, Interim Pastor 

Robert Wyatt, Organist/Choirmaster 
Erica Colding, Office Administrator 

Pastor’s Notes  

 The beautiful golden comb pictured on our Bulletin cover depicts a Scythian warrior in battle.  Believed to have 
been made in the 5th or 6th century B.C., this artifact was found in 1913 in an aristocrat’s tomb located in what is now 
the nation of Ukraine.  It is part of the antiquities collection in the Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg, Russia. 

 Who were the Scythians, and why would Paul include them in another of his great egalitarian declarations (Col. 
3:11) which closely parallels Gal. 3:28?  Based on their study of ancient manuscripts and the archeological record,  
historians tell us that the Scythians were a nomadic people who lived for the most part on the Eurasian steppes of 
Kazakhstan, the Russian steppes of the Siberian, Ural, Volga, and Southern regions, and eastern Ukraine.  Importantly, 
in the first century B.C., they were stereotypically known as vicious, murderous warriors.  There is some mystery as to 
why Paul, having said “barbarian,” would also have felt the need to include “Scythian.” 

 Regardless, however, there can be no doubt of Paul’s message.  When, in Christ, we have become our new self, 
“which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of [our] creator” (Col. 3:12), there is no distinction 
among us as to our ethnicity, our history, our social status (enslaved or free), our gender, the color of our skin, or the 
behavior of our prior self.  Among God’s children, “Christ is all and in all!” (Col. 3:11). 

FPC Victoria Servant Leadership 

Session Members 

Jim DeMent, Moderator 
Francis Byrne, Mission & Outreach 

John Horadam, Buildings & Grounds 

Lynn McAuley, Asst. Clerk, Caregiving & Fellowship 

Dawn Neel, Finance, Assistant Treasurer, Worship 

Patrick Patterson, Buildings and Grounds 
Becky Richter, Christian Education, Personnel 

Suzanne Salinas, Mission & Outreach, Worship 

Gayla Whitaker, Caregiving & Fellowship 

Bonnie Wilkinson, Clerk of Session, Personnel  

Other 

Lynn McAuley, Presbyterian Women 
Melissa Samudio, Presbyterian Day School 
Jim Stokes, Treasurer 
Henry Hauschild, Historian 

Gloria Aoueille Bette Austin  
Nathan Galvan 

(Son of Leila Galvan) 
Fred and Bessie Hobbs 

(Grandparents of Keimryn Lee) 

Kathleen McCameron Linda Patterson 
Maria Pezeski 

(Mother of Leila Galvan) 
Marsha Ricottilli 

Mikey Ruddock Bob & Gayla Whitaker  
Wendall Wheeler Wilson 

(Cousin of Henry 
Hauschild) 

Carol Wisdom 
(Daughter of Lea Lenz) 


