
_______________________________________________________________

PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON 
SUNDAY, JULY 10, 2022, 10:30 A.M. 

 
            Please plan to join us in person (and why not invite a friend!) for our
worship service this Sunday, the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost.  Our Scripture
readings are:  Psalm 82; and Colossians 1:1-14.  The title of the sermon is
“Radical Hope,” and this will be the first in a series of four studies in the Letter
to the Colossians.  A copy of the Bulletin for this service can be found here: 
https://fpcofvictoria.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/07-10-2022-Bulletin-
PDF.pdf. 

https://fpcofvictoria.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/07-10-2022-Bulletin-PDF.pdf


_____________________________________________________________  
 

THANK YOU, SCOUTS, FOR HELPING US CELEBRATE 
THE ANNIVERSARY OF 

OUR NATION’S INDEPENDENCE! 
 

            Together with Robert Wyatt’s rousing Organ Anthem, “A Patriotic
Melody,” during our worship service last Sunday, we appropriately marked the
Fourth of July holiday with a posting of the colors by Boy Scout Troup 368, as
ably assisted by members of Cub Scout Pack 104.  

            These young men meet regularly on our property, and it was wonderful
to have them and their families join us for a worship service during which we
paused to honor the United States of America and to thank God for the many
blessings of liberty which we enjoy. 

            FPC is proud to sponsor and host these members of the Boy Scouts of
America, an organization devoted to the welfare of our youth, with emphasis on
service, character, virtue, and self-discipline.
______________________________________________________________ 

 



PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND 
OUR NEXT CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

(AND POTLUCK FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON) 
AFTER OUR SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ON 

JULY 17, 2022 
 

            As the next step of Our Forward Journey, the initiative in which our
Session has been engaged since the beginning of this year, a Congregational
Meeting of First Presbyterian Church of Victoria, Texas has called for Sunday,
July 17, 2022.  The meeting will be held during a potluck luncheon in
Fellowship Hall immediately following our 10:30 a.m. worship service. 
  
            The purpose of the meeting is for the Congregation to receive a report
on the financial affairs of the Church and to discuss possible modifications and
adjustments to the church’s operating budget for the remainder of the year. 
  
            The Session believes that this meeting will be of profound importance in
the life of our beloved church, and thus all who are devoted to its future are
encouraged to attend.
 ______________________________________________________________



THE “DOG DAYS” OF SUMMER 
 

            According to the Farmers’ Almanac, the “Dog Days” of summer are from
July 3 to August 11 each year.  They are usually the hottest and most
unbearable days of the season.  If you are like me, you may have thought that
the “Dog Days” are a reference to the hot, sultry days that are “not fit for a dog.”
 That certainly seems appropriate if you spend your summers in South Central
Texas!  I have also heard some say this is the time of year when the extreme
heat drives dogs mad, although as a lover of dogs, your pastor doesn’t like that
association.  

            In fact, however, the origin of the expression derives from the stars— 
one star in particular!  The phrase is a reference to Sirius, the Dog Star.  During
the “Dog Days” of summer in the Northern Hemisphere, the sun occupies the
same region of the sky as Sirius, the brightest star visible in the night sky.
 Sirius is a part of the constellation Canis Major, the Greater Dog. 

            In the summer, Sirius rises and sets with the sun.  On July 23rd,
specifically, Sirius is in conjunction with the sun, and because the star is so
bright, the ancient Romans believed it actually gave off heat and added to the
sun’s warmth, accounting for the long stretch of sultry weather.  They referred
to this time as dies caniculares, or “dog days.”  Thus, the term Dog Days of
Summer came to mean the 20 days before and 20 days after this alignment of



Sirius with the Sun—  July 3 to August 11 each year.  

            More details (including interesting diagrams) appear at
https://www.farmersalmanac.com/why-are-they-called-dog-days-of-summer-
21705.  And incidentally, the watercolor painting above is the work of the
contemporary American illustrator John Rossini.  For more information,
see https://pennylanefineart.com/collections/john-rossini. 

            Here in the church office, we are able to weather the “Dog Days of
Summer” thanks to some comfortable air conditioning and by drinking lots of
water.  Frankly, there will not be much to report in this Newsletter during these
Dog Days since PDS is not in session, PW is not meeting, and the choir will not
return until September.  Still, Erica, Robert, and I remain busy planning worship
services and attending to the other needs of the congregation.  Just because
we don’t have much to write about doesn’t mean that there’s not a lot to do! 

            We hope that you are enjoying vacations, time with family, afternoon
naps(!), etc., and that you are engaged in all the other beat-the-heat strategies
necessary to survive July and August in Texas.  (I have a friend who is fond of
saying that Texas enjoys two seasons a year:  Summer and December!)  If you
have any concerns or pastoral needs, please remember that we are here for
you.  The church house is lonely in the summer, and we always enjoy hearing
from friends and members of the congregation.  If you are out and about some
summer day and find yourself going past 2408 N. Navarro, why not pull in for a
cool drink and some neighborly conversation?  We would love to see you. 

            Meanwhile, remember that we worship every Sunday morning at 10:30
a.m., regardless of the temperature outside.  Please don’t let the “dog days”
keep you from attending church.  Worshiping with your friends and neighbors is
a terrific way to beat the summer doldrums!

Peace, grace, and mercy, 
  

Pastor Jim
 
 

https://www.farmersalmanac.com/why-are-they-called-dog-days-of-summer-21705
https://pennylanefineart.com/collections/john-rossini
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