
_______________________________________________________________

 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27, 2022, 10:30 A.M. 
 

          Please plan to join us in person (and why not invite a friend!) for our
worship service this Sunday, the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost.  Our Scripture
readings are:  Psalm 81:1, 10-16; and Luke:1, 7-17.  The title of the sermon is
“The Best Seat in the House,” and a copy of the Bulletin for this service can be
found here:  https://fpcofvictoria.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/08-28-2022-
Bulletin-PDF.pdf. 
_____________________________________________________________  

https://fpcofvictoria.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/08-28-2022-Bulletin-PDF.pdf


OUR CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE 
WAS A TREMENDOUS SUCCESS! 

 
          Neither cloudy skies nor rain could dampen the spirits of the numerous
volunteers who gave generously of their time and talents to organize our
Rummage Sale, many of whom also were “on duty” during the Friday afternoon
and Saturday morning when the public arrived.  Here is a list (and forgive me if
I have left anyone out) of the dear folks who helped make our Rummage Sale a
huge success: 

                        Erica Allen (Presbyterian Day School) 
                        Francie Byrne 
                        Leila Galvan 
                        Rosie Jahnsen 
                        Lynn McAuley 
                        Dawn Neel 
                        Patrick Patterson 
                        Heather Squires 
                        Jim & Dolly Stokes 
                        Martha Tarkington 
                        Robert Wyatt 
 
          And together with all those who helped, we need to add, with a special
“shout out” of gratitude, the name of Erica Colding, our indefatigable Office
Administrator.  Erica went above and beyond the call of duty as, with a cheerful
heart and unbounded enthusiasm, she handled the myriad of details involved in
this effort.  Aided by those named above, Erica organized and priced the



material that folks donated for sale.  She placed the ads and made the
numerous signs that facilitated the sale, and she was a constant presence in
Fellowship Hall during the sale, lending a helping hand to volunteers and
customers alike.  Please be sure and give Erica a big “Presbyterian thank you”
the next time you see her! 

          Nor were cloudy skies and rain able to hamper the hundreds of shoppers
who purchased the items donated by PDS and our Congregation in such large
measure.  The total proceeds from our Rummage Sale (drum roll, please) were
$2,016.45!  To God be the Glory!  

          We rounded up the proceeds collected for items offered by PDS to $500,
and that left us with a net amount of over $1,500.  Not a bad fund-raiser which
benefitted all involved:  those who cleaned out their homes and garages, those
who snagged some real bargains, and, of course, PDS and FPC.  Our prayers
for the success of this effort were answered, as God so often does, with
blessings that far exceeded our expectations.  Let us rejoice and give thanks
for God’s wonderous grace and mercy!
  ______________________________________________________________

2023 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
PROGRESS REPORT 

 
          The initial response to our 2023 Stewardship Campaign has been
enthusiastic and so encouraging! 
  
          As of the date of this Newsletter, we have posted 24 butterflies on our



Campaign Tree on the bulletin board in the hallway to the choir room. If you
have not already done so, please take a moment to complete and send us your
pledge card so that we can joyfully post another butterfly among the leaves on
our Campaign Tree. 

           Our goal this year is to increase not only the amount of the pledges that
are offered but also the number of pledges as well.  We want to cover our
Campaign Tree with butterflies representing the generous spirit of our
congregation and our loving commitment to Our Journey Forward!
 ______________________________________________________________

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
RETURNING IN SEPTEMBER! 

 
          By way of reminder, below is a list of the three new education initiatives
the Session has approve to begin this September, all subject of course to
sufficient interest among the members of our church.  
  
          I particularly want to emphasize the Communicants’ Class that your
pastor is offering for middle school and high school students who are interested
in exploring their faith in the context of the tenets of the Reformed Tradition.  So
far, I have received the name of one candidate for this class.  While I am more
than willing to conduct this class for only one student, I sense in my
conversations with Elders and other members of the congregation that
there may be more youth out there who would be interested in this class, and I
certainly do not want to overlook them.  Please do not hesitate.  If you know
someone who might enjoy this class, please provide me with their name and
appropriate contact information as soon as possible. 
  
          Here is a recap of our expanded Christian education opportunities: 
 



Our Nellie Hudson Sunday School class will resume on Sunday morning,
September 4, 2022.  The class will meet in the Parlor from 9:30 to 10:15
a.m.  Dawn Neel has graciously undertaken to lead the class, and she
has informed me that the first course of study will be “We Are Called.” 
For those who have longed to return to the fellowship of this class, as well
as for those who would now like to try it, this will be a wonderful
experience. 

 Jim Stokes has taken the initiative to lead a midweek Bible Study
(Wednesday morning at 10:00 or 11:00 a.m. is his first suggestion, but he
is flexible).  As a “first offering,” Jim proposes a six- to eight-week study of
the Book of Genesis (“Why not begin at the beginning,” Jim asks!).  The
group would be relaxed and informal and would, under Jim’s leadership,
design its curriculum based on its shared experiences and desires.

Again, your pastor is prepared to lead a Communicants’ Class for middle
school and high school youth to study the Reformed Tradition of the
Presbyterian Church.  We will likely meet in the evenings (suggestion: 
6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays).  I envision five to six weekly sessions
followed by a celebration and welcome service at our worship service on
Sunday, October 9, 2022.  Depending on how quickly we receive
affirmative responses to this class offering, we could begin on a day
(again, likely Wednesday) during the week of September 5-9 or the week
of September 12-16.

          Please remember that for these initiatives to be successful, we need
folks to indicate their interest in attending the respective classes offered by
Dawn and Jim, and I need you help in contacting those families who have
students interested in a confirmation class.  Please help us reestablish and
reinvigorate the Christian education programs of our church.
______________________________________________________________

OUR CHOIR IS REORGANIZING ITSELF 
 

          Although few in number, our choir, under the skillful leadership of Robert
Wyatt, has always been mighty in voice, in dedication, and in service to our



music ministry. 
  
         Seeking how to be more effective in our midst, the choir has reconsidered
the traditional format of Wednesday night rehearsals, Sunday morning pre-
worship warm-ups, and the performance of anthems and other special music
during our worship service.  The choir has determined that what might be a
more effective music ministry would be to lead the Congregation in singing our
hymns during worship. 
  
          Therefore, rather than performing the more traditional duties of a
conventional choir, Robert and our regular choir members have decided to
reorganize themselves as “Hymn Leaders.”  This means that during our
worship services they will lead our congregation in singing our opening,
congregational, and closing hymns, together with any other special music that
arises during a worship service (such as communion). 
  
          Robert and the choir remain committed to the periodic performance of
anthems and other special music (such as solos, duets, and instrumental
pieces) which are always appreciated by the congregation.  Hopefully, our
Stewardship Campaign will provide sufficient funding for even more special
performances in the future. 
  
          Meanwhile, please join me in encouraging and thanking Robert and the
members of our choir for their continued support of our music ministry.  Without
their service, how would we know what heaven sounds like?

 
 ______________________________________________________________ 



WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE 
CHURCH ORGAN WE HAD 

BEFORE HURRICANE HARVEY? 
 

          Speaking of music, have you ever wondered what happened to the organ
console we used to have in the Sanctuary prior to Hurricane Harvey? 
  
          What you may not have realized is that the major damage done to our
organ during the 2017 storm was primarily to the pipes and electronics that are
located in the organ loft behind the front wall of the Chancel.  The console,
however, suffered lesser damage.  With the repair of our pipeworks and the
installation of a console sufficient to play them, Robert Wyatt and our organ
builder, Michael Morgan, were able to “salvage” our former console and move it
into Fellowship Hall (see the picture above).  Moreover, they were able to add
adequate speakers to play the electronic sounds produced by the console. 
  
          What this means is that we now have a very nice, functioning organ in
our Fellowship Hall.  Therefore, do you know of any music students who would
like to have some practice time on a perfectly good organ as they master their
skills?  We believe that the fine organ that we had pre-Harvey should not be
overlooked.  Please help us spread the word among aspiring organists in the
Victoria area that we are offering a wonderful opportunity for them to hone their
skills!
______________________________________________________________ 

          Every month when they meet, the Presbyterian Women of our church,
select a mission project to support with contributions of money and supplies. 
This September the PW mission project will be to support Christ’s Kitchen.  
  
          Can you help?  This is a list of much needed supplies used by the faithful
volunteers at Christ’s Kitchen: 



  
                        Food storage bags with slider closure.  Sizes:  quart, gallon, and
2 1/2 gallon. 
                        Scissors 
                        Sharpie markers (NOT ultra fine) 
                        Nitrile gloves  
                        Post-It Notes 
                        Cloth dish towels 
                        Ink pens:  blue and black 
                        Baby wipes and adult size wipes (these items are shared with
those whom Christ Kitchen serves). 
  
          Please deliver your donations to the church office, and we will make sure
they are delivered to PW as a sign of our congregation’s support of PW and
those whom they serve so faithfully and generously.
______________________________________________________________ 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF CARING 
 

          The response to our biweekly, Friday-morning, one-hour cleaning
sessions has been wonderful.  Not only are we saving money for the church, it
turns out we are also having a wonderful time enjoying one another’s company
and fellowship.  Many hands make the work easy as time flies by. 
  
          Our next cleaning session will be a week from this Friday, specifically on
Friday, September 2, 2022, at 10:00 a.m.  Come join us in a labor of love (and
bring a friend!). 
  



          Here are the future dates for our One Great Hour of Caring (all of the
listed dates are on a Friday): 
  
                        Sept. 16 @ 10am:  Office Spaces & Halls                                   
                        Sept. 30 @ 10am:  Kitchen & Fellowship Hall 
                        Oct. 14 @ 10am:  Sanctuary & Restrooms 
                        Oct. 28 @ 10am:  Office Spaces & Halls 
                        Nov. 11 @ 10am:  Kitchen & Fellowship Hall 
                        Nov. 25 @ 10am:  Sanctuary & Restrooms (may change) 
                        Dec. 9 @ 10am:  Office Spaces & Halls 
                        Dec. 23 @ 10am:  Kitchen & Fellowship Hall (may change) 
  
          Any questions?  If so, please contact Dawn Neel (361.652.3925).

  
Peace, grace, and mercy, 

  
Pastor Jim
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