
_______________________________________________________________

PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
ON THE REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY, 

NOVEMBER 20, 2022, 10:30 A.M. 
 

          Please join us in person for our worship service this Sunday, November
20, 2022, when we will celebrate the Reign of Christ Sunday (also known as
Christ the King Sunday).  This will the last Sunday in the liturgical year. 
Naturally, therefore, next Sunday (November 27, 2022) will the first Sunday in
the new liturgical year, which is also always the First Sunday of Advent! 



  
          Our Scripture readings on November 20th will be Jerimiah 23:1-6 and
Luke 23:33-43, and the title of the sermon is “The Kingdom at Calgary.”  A copy
of the Bulletin for this service can be found here:  https://fpcofvictoria.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/11/11-20-2022-Bulletin-PDF2.pdf.
_____________________________________________________________ 

JOIN US FOR FPC’S TRADITIONAL “HANGING OF THE GREENS,” 
FOLLOWING OUR NEXT SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE, 

NOVEMBER 20, 2022 
 

          The Advent Season will be upon us in less than two weeks!  For
Christians, this is a happy time of anticipation--  not so much for parties and
presents, but for the joy of the arrival of our Savior as a baby in a manager.  
  
          One sign of the season that so many of us have come to appreciate are
the lovely, tasteful decorations in our Sanctuary which punctuate the joyful
festival of Advent.  As with everything we do at FPC, such beauty does not
happen without the work of many volunteers.  So, please plan to join in FPC’s
annual “hanging of the greens” after our worship service this Sunday,
November 20th, when we will decorate our Sanctuary with lights and greenery
to mark the Advent Season.   
  
          Many hands make for light work, so if many will stay after our worship

https://fpcofvictoria.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/11-20-2022-Bulletin-PDF2.pdf


service, we can make fast work of this joyful task.  I can think of no better way
to “get in the Christmas spirit” than to join in happy fellowship to prepare our
church for the coming celebration of the birth of our Savior!

   
______________________________________________________________

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
CALENDAR 

 

Sunday, November 20, 9:30 – 10:15 a.m., in the Parlor:  The Nellie
Hudson Sunday School Class, led by Dawn Neel, will conclude its six-
week study of the Protestant Reformations, a study which is taken from
the Being Reformed:  Faith Seeking Understanding series. 
 
Commencing Sunday, November 27, 9:30 – 10:15 a.m., in the Parlor:  On
the First Sunday of Advent (November 27th), Dawn Neel and Pastor Jim
DeMent will lead the Nellie Hudson Sunday School Class in a five-session
"Reflections on the Season of Advent".  Our resource will be a small
booklet of daily reflections by that same title.  The booklet is published by
the Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary and will be available,
without cost, to each participant in the class.  We will meet on November
27th, December 4th, 11th, and 18th, and January 1st (yes, New Year’s
Day!).  Please plan to join us in devotion, reflection, and conversation as
we turn our spiritual focus to the joy and anticipation of this holy time of
the liturgical year.  And, oh yes, why not ask a friend to join you for some
quality conversation of faith! 
 



Wednesday, November 16, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m., in the Parlor:  Jim Stokes
continues to lead this weekday study of the Book of Genesis.  
 
Tuesday evening, November 15, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in the office
conference room:  Due to our students’ schedule this week, our
confirmation class was held on Tuesday evening (instead of Wednesday
evening).  As always, please pray for our three young confirmands as
they explore their nascent faith during their time together.

   
______________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Presbyterian Women - Advent Luncheon 
Thursday, December 1 at 11:30 a.m., at 

Joe’s Pizza & Pasta 
601 E. Mockingbird Lane

  
          If you have not responded to your Circle chairman, please text Lynn
McAuley at 979-248-6238 to let her know whether you plan to attend the PW
Advent Luncheon on December 1, 2022, at 11:30 a.m. (at Joe's Pizza & Pasta).
You do NOT need to be the member of a Circle to celebrate Advent with us. 

          ALL Presbyterian Women are welcome.
______________________________________________________________

 



 
UPDATE ON 

OUR ANNUAL 
ANGEL TREE PROJECT 

TO BENEFIT NEEDY CHILDREN 
 

                   The response to our Angel Tree Project has been, as expected,
overwhelming.  Of the 26 cards originally on our Angel Tree, all but five have
been taken! 
  
            By way of reminder, we are providing presents for thirteen children,
ages 14 months to 14 years, who have been removed from their homes by the
Texas Department of Family and Protective Services.  In addition, we have also
partnered with Perpetual Help Home who has given us the names of twelve
children, ages 14 months to 18 years, who would otherwise spend a lonesome
Christmas without our help. 
  
            We need for just five more members and friends of FPC to select a
child's name from the Angel Tree display located in the Narthex, and purchase
appropriate Christmas gifts for that child.  Each "packet" on the Angel
Tree provides you with the child's age, clothing and shoe size, reasonable "wish
list" and any special needs that child has if we received that information.  Gift
cards are also welcome.  Suggested gift card locations are Target, Walmart,
Academy, and HEB.  A decorative box is located by the Angel Tree display for
monetary donations.  Donations will be used to purchase gift cards, or
additional gifts as needed. 

          Suggested price for gifts is $25.00+.  Please provide batteries for toys



that are battery operated.  Gifts should be wrapped, and labeled with the child's
name and assigned number.  Wrapped gifts may be brough to Church on
Sundays, or to the Church office during the week.  Gifts may also be delivered
to the home of Wesley and Frances Miller (please call and speak with Erica if
you would like this info).  Packages MUST be received by Sunday, December
4.    

          For further information, please contact the Church office at 361-575-
2441, or Frances Miller at 361-578-4679.
 ______________________________________________________________

 

SHARING A RIDE IS EASIER 
THAN IT USED TO BE! 

 
            Have you noticed that, this year, Christmas Day falls on a Sunday, and
that next year New Year’s Day also falls on a Sunday? 
  
            After prayerful consideration, the Worship Committee has determined
that while we will NOT have a formal worship service in the Sanctuary on
Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25, 2022, we will place a special emphasis
on attendance at our Saturday Evening Christmas Eve Candlelight Service on
December 24, 2022, at 7:00 p.m.  To that end, members of the Worship
Committee and the Session will be reaching out to members of our
congregation who might be concerned about driving after dark.  We would like
to offer you the opportunity to share a ride with one of us in order to enjoy a
Christmas Eve worship service that you might not otherwise feel comfortable
about getting in your own car to attend. 
  
            The way we hope this will work is that members of the Worship



Committee and Session will be reaching out to those whom we believe might
appreciate the offer of a ride to church on Christmas Eve (Saturday evening). 
Now we know our fellow members well, so we know that we also have to say
this EMPHATICALLY:  No, this is not a bother.  No, this is not an
inconvenience.  Yes, we would love to come pick you up and take you back, all
the while enjoying some time together in our car.  No, you are not taking us
away from our families; you are part of our family in Christ. 
  
            On the Holy Night of Christmas Eve, we want all who wish to worship
with us in person to be able to do so.  If you are offered a ride, please consider
accepting the invitation in the spirit of love with which it is offered.  If, as
Christmas Eve approaches, you have not heard from a member of our church
offering you a ride, please help us contact you.  Call or email the church office
(361.575.2441; info@fpcofvictoria.org) and let us know that you would like to
attend our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.  You have not been overlooked,
but perhaps one person thought another was going to call you, while that other
person thought just the opposite.  Likewise, if you have a friend, relative, or
loved one who needs a ride, but you cannot provide one, let us know that as
well.
  
            We want everyone to enjoy the beauty, the music, the joy of worship on
Christmas Eve, a time when we not only sing the familiar carols, but when we
share the Lord’s Supper as well.  Please join us!  Please let us help you do
that!

  
_____________________________________________________________  
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OUR FRIENDS AT 
MOUNT NEBO MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 

 ARE HAVING A REVIVAL! 
  

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
 

            The Rev. Fred Hobbs has invited your pastor to be the first speaker at
Mount Nebo’s Thanksgiving Revival which will commence on Monday evening,
November 21, 2022, at 7:00 p.m.  Naturally, Rev. Hobbs also invites all of
Mount Nebo’s friends at FPC to come join the members of Mount Nebo in an
evening of song, praise, and preaching to be held in Mount Nebo’s Sanctuary,
704 E Park Ave, Victoria, Texas. 
  
            What a wonderful idea that carries all the signs of the Holy Spirit:  to
give God thanks, praise, and glory in the days before our national celebration of
Thanksgiving Day!  For those who have missed Rev. Hobbs and our many
friends in the Mount Nebo congregation, this is a wonderful time to get together
again for fellowship and praise.  Our two churches may have a different
approach to worship, but, thanks be to God, we do worship!  Come experience
the reviving spirit of the Missionary Baptist tradition.  Come sing and pray with
those who love the Lord--  just like we do!

  
_____________________________________________________________  

REPORT ON THE RECENT 
MISSION PRESBYTERY MEETING

 



            At our Session Meeting on Monday evening, November 14th, Bonnie
Wilkinson and Francie Byrne reported on their experiences as FPC’s
“commissioners” (appointed representatives) attending the October 21-22,
2022 meeting of Mission Presbytery held in Rockport.  Their report was so
encouraging and so uplifting that I would like to share it with the wider
congregation.  Please take a moment to read the summary below which was
prepared by Bonnie and Francie about the activities and decisions that tool
place during that happy meeting.  
  
            Presbyterians have always been a “connectional community.”  We are
encouraged and strengthened when we gather in fellowship.  This is true when
we meet as a PW Circle, as a congregation, or as members of our Presbytery. 
Enjoy the following report about how inspiring and encouraging it is to meet
with our sisters and brothers in the fellowship of a Presbytery meeting:

  
Highlights from the Meeting of Mission Presbytery 

October 21-22, 2022 — First Presbyterian Church, Rockport 
Elders Francie Byrne and Bonnie Wilkinson, Commissioners 

 
            Here are some highlights from the October 21-22 stated meeting of
Mission Presbytery, held at First Presbyterian Church of Rockport. Moderator
TE Nancy McCranie welcomed 164 members and guests gathered for worship,
inspiration, business, good food and fellowship! 
  
● Before the meeting began, a sanctuary full of folks spent the morning with
Mark Yaconelli, author of Between the Listening and the Telling, to learn more
about the power of story. 
  
● TE Walt Lee presented the report of the Committee on Representation and
Nominations. 14 nominees were elected by the Presbytery to serve on standing
committees. It was noted that once the Presbytery considers the new
Presbytery design, then a called meeting will be held early in 2023 to bring
nominations for the rest of the openings. 
  
● TE Monica Smith presented the report of the Commission on Ministry. She
noted that options for Boundaries Training are now available, and dates will be
publicized in the Presbytery newsletter. Boundaries training is required for
anyone who serves a congregation in any way. Two new members of the
Presbytery were received upon successful examination on the floor: Katy
Bedford and Maria Vargas. Four other teaching elders were presented after



having transferred to the Presbytery: Caryn Thurman, Cheryl Homsher, Diana
Circelli and Rachael McConnell. 
  
● The Presbytery honored the retirement of TE Paula Sanders, presented by
TE Emily Owen. 
  
● Commissioners to the 225th General Assembly reported to the body via a
well- prepared video. Commissioners were RE Bob Orr, TE Peter Crouch, TE
Naomi Ingrim, TE Brian Diebold, RE Lidia Serrata and RE Sheri Dittman. RE
Carlos Baladez also reported on his experience as an Alternate Commissioner. 
  
● Stated Clerk TE Laurie Palmer reported that two trainings for Clerks of
Sessions happened in October; more are to be scheduled. She noted that the
proposed amendments to the Book of Order will be considered at the March
2023 meeting. 
  
● The Presbytery welcomed the Rev. Dr. Jose Irizarry, new president of Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, who brought greetings. 
  
● The Presbytery was enriched by a moving service of worship on Saturday
morning. TE Margaret Aymer, Dean of Austin Seminary, preached and was
assisted at table by TE Rachel Watson. The Necrology report for 2021 was
presented. An offering of $1608 was received for the benefit of Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance! 
  
● TE Sallie Watson, General Presbyter, encouraged the body to persevere
through the myriad changes affecting our congregations. She also encouraged
the body to prayerfully consider the new Presbytery design. Finally, she
informed the Presbytery of her upcoming sabbatical, March 1 - May 31, 2023. 
  
● Presbytery Evangelist, TE Ezequiel Herrera, reported on the growth and
activity occurring in the Rio Grande Valley. He also noted that $19,626.50 has
been received toward the goal of raising $25,000 by December 31; if that goal
is met, the PCUSA will provide a match of $25,000! 
  
● RE Carlos Baladez, Moderator of General Council, presented for Presbytery’s
approval the new design from the Mission Forward Team. After a presentation
and discussion, the new design was approved. 
  
● RE Mike Day and TE Kevin Jones presented the 2023 budget, along with a



narrative budget, to the Presbytery. 
  
● General Council also approved new minimum terms of call for pastors in the
presbytery. TE Monica Smith encouraged any congregations who may have
trouble meeting those minimums to contact COM for assistance. 
  
● General Council also presented, for a first reading, the LGBTQ+ Statement of
Inclusivity for Mission Presbytery and John Knox Ranch. The policy will be
discussed and up for a vote at the March 2023 meeting. 
  
● Dates and locations for the 2023 meetings were announced: o March 3-4 at
San Antonio Covenant 
        o June 16-17 at San Antonio San Pedro 
        o October 20-21 at Mo-Ranch 
  
● The General Council Moderator also led a blessing for the General Presbyter
and her husband as they prepare to leave on sabbatical, just before Dr.
Baladez was given thanks and appreciation for his three years of leadership. 
  
● Henry Owen, Executive Director of John Knox Ranch, reported on “Summer
Camp by the Numbers.” Among those numbers were an astounding 927
campers, 602 zipline riders, 32 unclogged toilets and 504 loaves of bread. 
  
● REs Lori Black and Liz Anzaldua reported on happenings with the
presbytery’s Presbyterian Women. Among those is an online gathering of the
Horizons Bible Study, and the presbytery’s Spring Gathering at Mo-Ranch
March 24-26. 
  
● RE Jen Rektorik, on behalf of the Disaster Preparedness and Assistance
Committee, introduced the new Synod Director, TE Kathy Lee-Cornell. More
training and preparation will be ongoing. 
  
● TE Doug Dalglish informed the Presbytery about the upcoming Solar Under
the Sun training coming to John Knox Ranch in the new year. 
  
● RE Caly Fernandez reported on the activities of Puentes de Cristo, our
border ministry in the Rio Grande Valley. 
  
● Moderator TE Nancy McCranie installed the new Moderator, RE Fred
Gamble. The Presbytery thanked her for her fine leadership. There being no



further business before the body, Moderator Gamble closed the meeting in
prayer. 
 
_____________________________________________________________  

 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 

CALLED FOR NOVEMBER 27, 2022 
 

          The Session has called a Special Meeting of the Congregation to be held
at the conclusion of the worship service on Sunday, November 27, 2022. 
During this brief meeting, the Chair of the Congregation Nominating Committee,
Dawn Neel, will report on the recommendations of the CNC, specifically that
Donald Anderson, Joe Cohen, and Leila Galvan be elected to serve on the
Session for a three-year term (the Class of 2025) commencing January 1,
2023. 
  
          The Moderator will invite additional nominations from the floor, if there be
any.  Before submitting someone to be considered for election to the Session,
however, please be sure and confirm with that individual that he or she would
be willing to serve if elected. 
  
          At the end of such discussion as the Congregation may desire, a vote will
be taken to elect the members of the Session Class of 2025.  May God grant us



and our new leaders strength and wisdom as First Presbyterian Church
continues Our Journey Forward, and as we enter a new year of hope, promise,
and continued service to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Peace, grace, and mercy, 
  

Pastor Jim
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