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First Presbyterian  Church 

December 11, 2022 

Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Prelude:  Pastoral Symphony                             - George Frideric Handel, 1741 

Welcome and Announcements 

*Passing of the Peace 

One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you! 

Call to Worship 

One:  My soul magnifies the Lord;   
All: my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.  
One:  The Mighty One has done great things.  
All: Holy is God’s name! 

Prayer of the Day (unison) 

Holy God, your prophets have long spoken 
of the one who would come to save us. 
Now the promise is fulfilled; 
now your kingdom has come near. 
Send us as messengers of your way, 
to go and tell all the world  
of the wonders we have seen 
and the good news we have heard; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath -  
The Joy Candle or the Shepherds’ Candle                Henry & Roxanna Hauschild 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,  
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;  
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,  
and rejoice with joy and singing.       Isaiah 35:1 

*Opening Hymn:  “Angels from the Realm of Glory”                                 No. 22 

*Please stand in body or spirit. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 



*Invitation to Confession 

Let the desert rejoice, 
and let the dry land be glad, 
for God has come to save us. 
Let us confess our sin. 

*Prayer of Confession (unison) 

God of majesty and glory, 

we are thirsty for your grace. 

You made a way for us in the wilderness, 

and still, in our foolishness, we go astray. 

We hide our eyes from your presence. 

We do not listen to your word. 

We are lifeless when we ought to dance 

and speechless when we ought to sing. 

Forgive us, O Lord. 

Speak peace to our fearful hearts, 

strengthen our weak hands, 

and make firm our feeble knees 

as we seek to follow in your holy way.  Amen. 

*Kyrie Eleison (unison) 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

*Assurance of Pardon 

Now return to the Lord with joy and gladness. 
Sing a song of redemption! 
Let sorrow and sighing be no more. 

Believe in God, Friends!  
Believe the good news:  in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

*Gloria Patri (unison) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.   
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Lord God, in this dry and dusty place, 

pour out the power of your Spirit 

so that your Word may blossom in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ, our way in the wilderness.  Amen. 

First Scripture Reading:  Psalm 146:5-10                                      P.P. 581-582 in the Old Testament 

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the LORD their God, 
who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 
    who executes justice for the oppressed; 
    who gives food to the hungry. 
The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
    the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
    the LORD loves the righteous. 
The LORD watches over the strangers; 
    he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
The LORD will reign forever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the LORD! 

Anthem:  We Wait for Thee                      - Victor C. Johnson, 2010 

Solo by:  Robert Wyatt 

Second Scripture Reading:  Matthew 11:2-11                                                   P. 11 in the New Testament 

 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to 
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”  Jesus answered them, “Go and 
tell John what you hear and see:  the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.  And blessed is anyone 
who takes no offense at me.” 

 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to look at?  A reed shaken by the wind?  What, then, did you go out to see?  Someone 
dressed in soft robes?  Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces.  What, then, did you go 
out to see?  A prophet?  Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  This is the one about whom it is  
written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

Sermon:  Are You the One Who Is to Come?                 Rev. Jim DeMent 

Luke 11:3:  “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 

Silence and meditation 

Congregational Hymn:  “Away in a Manger”                   No. 25 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 



Offertory:  “Comfort, Comfort You My People”                          -1551 Genevan Psalter 

*Doxology  (unison) 

*Prayer of Dedication  (unison) 

Thanks be to you, O God, maker of heaven and earth— 
giver of justice, lover of righteousness,  

hope of the afflicted, and friend of the poor.  

Your faithfulness never fails. 

Take and use these gifts we offer  

to further your purpose in the world 

and to fulfill the promise of the world to come; 
through Christ our Lord we pray.  Amen. 

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                          from the Letter to the Colossians 1:15-20 

Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation; 
in him all things in heaven and on earth were created,  
things visible and invisible. 
All things have been created through him and for him.  
He himself is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together.  
He is head of the body, the church;  
he is the beginning, 
the firstborn of the dead, 
so that he might come to have first place in everything.  
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  
and through him God was pleased to reconcile all things,  
whether on earth or in heaven, 
by making peace through the blood of his cross.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

*Closing Hymn:  “Prepare the Way”                                 No. 13 

Congregational Meeting 

*Charge 

*Benediction 

Postlude:  “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night”                      - Joseph Parry, 1879 

*Congregational Response (unison)   

God be with you until we meet again; 
By His counsels guide, uphold you, 
With his sheep securely fold you; 
God be with you ‘till we meet again 

       -Jeremiah E. Rankin, 1880/William G Tomer, 1880 

’Till we meet, ‘till we meet 
’Till we meet at Jesus’ feet; 
’Till we meet, till we meet 
God be with you ‘till we meet again. 

We have reproduced below the lyrics of the hymns selected for this morning’s worship service.  All the hymns 
below are either in the public domain or have been reproduced, under license, from The Presbyterian Hymnal 
(Westminster/John Knox Press, Louisville:  1990) or from Christian Copywrite Licensing International (ccli.com).  
If you are worshiping with us from home, we encourage you to sing along.  Follow the verses in this order: 

 

  Verse 1      Verse 3 
  Verse 2      Verse 4 

Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
Ye, who sang creation's story 
Now proclaim Messiah's birth:  

Sages, leave your contemplations, 
Brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great desire of nations; 
Ye have seen His natal star: 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
Watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, 
Yonder shines the infant light:  

All creation, join in praising  
God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
Evermore your voices raising 
To the eternal Three in One: 

 
Refrain: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn king!  

Angels from the Realm of Glory 

Away in a Manger 

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.  

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And fit us to heaven to live with Thee there.  

The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby wakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.  

 



Prepare the Way 

Prepare the way, O Zion, 
Your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley 
A level way appear. 
Greet One who comes in glory, 
Foretold in sacred story. 

Fling wide your gates, O Zion; 
Your Savior's rule embrace. 
And tidings of salvation 
Proclaim in every place. 
All lands will bow rejoicing, 
Their adoration voicing. 

Christ brings God's rule, O Zion; 
He comes from heaven above. 
His rule is peace and freedom, 
And justice, truth, and love. 
Lift high your praise resounding, 
For grace and joy abounding. 

Refrain 

Oh blest is Christ that came 
In God's most holy name. 

 
 

 

 The third candle on the Advent Wreath is known in various traditions as 
the “Shepherds’ Candle” or the “Joy Candle.”  Whatever designation is used for 
each of  the candles lit in sequence during the four Sundays of  Advent, the  
participation of  the congregation together with specific members in the lighting 
of  the candles is intended to commemorate the unfolding story of  the Advent  
Season—the story of  our redemption through God’s grace made manifest in his 
only begotten Son, Our Lord and Savior. 

Come Lord Jesus, come! 

 
The Lighting of the Advent Candles 



 Each year during Advent and Christmas, we celebrate the wondrous gift of   
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

 This Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since 
the 1930’s.  This special offering provides critical financial support to church workers 
in need and their families, while also supporting Presbyterian-related schools and  
colleges in education and leadership development.  

 This year we will be collecting the Joy Offering on Sunday, December. 18, 
2022.  Look for the special offering envelope that will be included with your bulletin 
for that worship service. 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION CALLED 
FOR DECEMBER 11, 2022 

 
 Immediately following our worship service this morning, we will hold a brief Congregational  
Meeting.  The Chair of the Congregation Nomination Committee, Dawn Neel, will bring a follow-up report 
on a recommendation of the CNC, specifically that Camille Miller be elected to serve on the Session for a 
three-year term (the Class of 2025), commencing January 1, 2023. The election of a third Elder to serve on 
the Session in the Class of 2025 will complete the election of the number of Elders needed to fill that Class. 

 The Moderator will invite additional nominations from the floor, if there be any. Before  
submitting someone to be considered for election to the Session, however, please confirm with that  
individual that he or she would be willing to service if elected.  

 At the end of such discussion as the Congregation may desire, a vote will be taken to elect the 
third member of the Session Class of 2025. May God grant us and our new leaders strength and wisdom 
as First Presbyterian Church continues Our Journey Forward, and as we enter a new year of hope,  
promise, and continued service to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 This year, the generous members and friends of First Presbyterian Church, Victoria, Texas, were 
able to provide some measure of comfort and joy to over 26 needy families in the Crossroads Area.  A  
special word of thanks is in order also for Santa’s helper-in-chief, Frances Miller.  Without her leadership 
and efforts, combined with the help of her fellow members of Presbyterian Women, none of this would 
have been possible. 

 Amazingly, the picture above shows less than half of the brightly wrapped packages that were  
collected for children and their families for during our Angel Tree Project.  May God bless givers and  
receivers alike during this sacred Advent Season. 

ANOTHER “ANGEL TREE” SUCCESS! 



 

 

 

 

 The decorations in the stores and in the public squares, the worship services in 
our church, the opportunities for family reunions and good times together—all of 
these sensations and memories of happy occasions, past and present, speak to a  
season of joy and celebration.  With all my heart, I hope this is true for you as we  
experience the Advent Season and celebrate Christmas. 

 Alas, however, this is not always so for all.  For many, the holidays are a difficult 
time, and the pressure to be festive and meet what are, or what we perceive to be, the 
expectations of others can be overwhelming.  For those who find themselves in  
places of sadness, pain, loneliness, or darkness, I pray that you understand you are 
not alone.  Common sense, personal experience, and mental health professionals 
make us aware that the Christmas Holidays do not automatically banish reasons for 
feeling sad or lonely. 

 If you are feeling this way, then, as you read this note, I hope you also sense that 
you are surrounded by a church family that is supportive and caring about you as a 
child of God.  And may we, as members of that church family, be sensitive and  
understanding towards our sisters and brothers who may be experiencing their first 
Christmas without a loved one or for whom Christmas does not always hold the  
happy memories that are stereotyped in the merchandising and advertising of the  
culture that surrounds us.  For all of us, I pray we find time for ourselves rather than 
trying to be what others expect us to be.  I pray we do not try to pretend to have 
emotions we believe we are “supposed to be feeling” rather than relying on our  
sovereign God to comfort us as we experience our emotions as they are. 

 If this season bring challenges for you, or if you just need a sympathetic ear or a 
sincere word of encouragement, please feel free to call on me at any time.  Speak to 
me after church, in the halls, or in my office, or simply call me to arrange a visit. 

 Let us all share our love for one another as God has shared, in Jesus Christ, his 
love for us. 

Grace, peace, and mercy, 
Pastor Jim   

Comfort, O Comfort my people, 
says your God. 

 -Isaiah 40:1 

Caregiving Concerns and Prayer Requests 

FPC Opportunities for Worship & Service 

Monday December 12 
2:00 PM Mary and Martha Circle  
6:00 PM  Session Meeting 

Sunday, December 18 

9:30 AM  "Reflections on the Season of Advent"  
Nellie Hudson Adult Sunday School Class 

10:30 AM  Worship Service  
 Christmas Joy Offering 
 

 

FPC Victoria Servant Leadership 

Session Members 

Jim DeMent, Moderator 
Francis Byrne, Mission & Outreach 

John Horadam, Buildings & Grounds 

Lynn McAuley, Asst. Clerk, Caregiving & Fellowship 

Dawn Neel, Finance, Assistant Treasurer, Worship 

Patrick Patterson, Buildings and Grounds 
Becky Richter, Christian Education, Personnel 

Suzanne Salinas, Mission & Outreach, Worship 

Gayla Whitaker, Caregiving & Fellowship 

Bonnie Wilkinson, Clerk of Session, Personnel  

Other 

Lynn McAuley, Presbyterian Women 
Melissa Samudio, Presbyterian Day School 
Jim Stokes, Treasurer 
Henry Hauschild, Historian 

Clergy, Music, and Administration  

Rev. Jim DeMent, Interim Pastor 
Robert Wyatt, Organist/Choirmaster 
Erica Colding, Office Administrator 

Pastor’s Notes 

 The subject of our Scripture reading this morning is once again John the Baptist.  Now, however, he is no 
longer preaching in the wilderness to large crowds.  Instead, he is alone in a Roman prison where he will remain 
until his enemies conspire to have him beheaded (Matt 14:1-12). 
 John’s solitude and isolation are captured in the painting which appears on our bulletin cover.  The oil-on-
canvas painting is a work by the Spanish artist, Juan Fernández de Navarrete (1526-1529), and the original hangs in 
The Hermitage, St. Petersburg, Russia. 
 Although initially confident that Jesus is the promised Messiah, John now has misgivings.  He sends his 
disciples to ask Jesus if truly he is “the one to come” (Matt 11:3).  There are times in all our lives when-- imprisoned 
in grief, despair, illness, or sin--  we too have our doubts. 
 Christ did not condemn John for his doubts, however.  Instead, he exalted him (Matt 11:11).  Our Lord 
who loves us will understand our questions.  To examine our faith is to strengthen it.  Faith is God’s gift to us; let us 
let Him hear our doubts so we may appreciate his gift of the Messiah all the more. 

Office Hours 

Monday — Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
361.575.2441 

info@fpcofvictoria.org 

For caregiving concerns—please contact: 
Lynn McAuley (979.248.6238); or Gayla Whitaker (361. 935.0950) 

Gloria Aoueille Bette Austin  
Nathan Galvan 

(Son of Leila Galvan) 
Kathleen McCameron 

Maria Pezeski 
(Mother of Leila Galvan) 

Mikey Ruddock 
Carol Wisdom 

(Daughter of Lea Lenz) 
 

    


