
_____________________________________________________

  
ASH WEDNESDAY MARKS
THE BEGINNING OF LENT

 
            For those who receive the electronic version of our Newsletter, this
should arrive in time to serve as a helpful reminder of our Ash Wednesday
worship service this evening, February 22, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.  We will offer the
imposition of ashes at the end of the service to mark the beginning of the
annual Lenten Season of penitence and prayer.
 
            As your pastor is fond of saying, if you do not truly experience Lent, you
cannot truly appreciate Easter.  It is appropriate for Christians to observe the
forty days of Lent as we prepare our hearts and our minds for the joy of Easter
morning--  the fulfillment of Christ’s good news that, in him, we shall have ever-



lasting life.
 
            We hope, therefore, that you will want to be present to participate
personally in this contemplative and solemn Ash Wednesday worship service. 
At the same time, however, we will also live-stream the service for our
members with impaired mobility or who otherwise are unable to join us.  Visit us
on our Facebook page (https://facebook.com/fpcofvictoria) or our website
(www.fpcofvictoria.org).  A copy of the bulletin for the service will be posted on
both those locations prior to the service.

___________________________________________________ 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
THIS SUNDAY,

FEBRUARY 26, 2023, 10:30 A.M.
 

            Please join us for our worship service this Sunday, February 26, 2023,
the First Sunday in Lent.  Our Scripture readings are Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7
and Matthew 4:1-11 (the Three Temptations of Christ by the Devil).  The title of
the sermon is “Temptation,” and a copy of the Bulletin for this service can be
found here:  https://fpcofvictoria.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-2-26-
Bulletin-PDF.pdf.

___________________________________________________

https://facebook.com/fpcofvictoria
http://www.fpcofvictoria.org/
https://fpcofvictoria.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-2-26-Bulletin-PDF.pdf


  

JOHN HENRY DASPIT III
IS BAPTIZED AS
FPC’S NEWEST

YOUNG DISCIPLE
 

            In the presence of Mom, Dad, Grandma (our own Linda Patterson), and
a host of loving family members and friends, not to mention many well-wishing
members of First Presbyterian Church, John Henry Daspit III (4 months of age)
was baptized in our Sanctuary on Friday afternoon, February 17, 2023, at 5:00
p.m.
 
            We welcome this youngest member of our church family into the world
and into the church of our Triune God in whose name he was baptized.  We
devoutly pray that, supported by his family and the members of this church,
young John Henry will grow up healthy and strong in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.



  
___________________________________________________

            We are back from our break and ready to continue our journey through
God’s Creation (Genesis 1:1-2:3) at Kingdom Kids!

            Come by and experience our multi-sensory lesson about Day 4 of God’s
creation - the creation of the sun, moon and stars.  We've been told that the
snack is one of the best parts – and Day 4’s snack is sure to be a yummy one!

            Children ages 5-12 are welcome on Sunday mornings from 9:45am –
10:15am. Contact Leila Galvan at 956-367-2234 if you have questions or would
like to participate. All are welcome!



  
 

___________________________________________________

Psalm 25:4:  Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.

REVITALIZATION 
OF OUR

CHURCH LIBRARY!
 

             A church library make-over is in the works!

             If you have any religious books you would like to donate, please drop
them off at the church office.



             Stay tuned for updates on how it's going!
___________________________________________________ 

BOOK CLUB 
WILL MEET ON

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2023,
AT 1:00 PM

 
            February's book will be "Never Let Me Go" by Kazuo Ishiguro. 
February's meeting will be held in the Parlor on Tuesday, February 28, 2023, at
1:00 PM.

            Please join us for some provocative discussion and wonderful
fellowship. 

___________________________________________________

 
RENEWED EMPHASIS

ON OUR CONGREGATIONAL SUPPORT FOR



VICTORIA CHRISTIAN AREA MINISTRIES (VCAM)
 

            The Mission & Outreach of our church is making a concerted effort to
re-invigorate our congregation’s historically generous support for VCAM.
 
            We have moved the “VCAM grocery cart” back against the wall by the
church office, and we have spruced up our signs to remind everyone what it is
for.  As you will see from the VCAM monthly update which appears below, the
needs of VCAM’s “customers” are as great as ever.
 
            So many members of this church have practiced the habit of buying an
extra bag of groceries and personal hygiene products to bring to church and
place in our VCAM grocery cart.  It is a habit that provides immeasurable
comfort, aid, and support to the less fortunate in our community, and it
enhances VCAM’s ability to serve collectively those whom FPC is unable to
serve on its own.  That nasty COVID, however, seems to have interrupted that
worthy habit!
 
             So, next time you are at HEB or your favorite grocery store, please add
to your weekly routine the thought of picking up some additional items (again,
see the list below) to serve the poor and the homeless for whom VCAM exists. 
Add this to your habit of coming to church regularly, so that you can drop off
your purchases in our rejuvenated grocery cart on an equally regular basis!

 
Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food,

or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 
                                                                        - Matthew 25:37

 
                 Here is a copy of VCAM’s Newsletter for January 2023:

 Victoria Christian Assistance Ministry
 

MONTHLY UPDATE
February 2023

 
January Services

 
Total Households Served –            1156
Total Number in Households –      3081
Food Boxes –                                    954



Basic Needs -                                2101
Home Delivery -                                  19
Financial Assistance –                      41
# Homeless Served –                        123
# Homeless Visits -                           577

*1st time VCAM Clients Served –       70
  

Visit our website at:  www.vcamvictoria.org  or our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/vcam.org/ for VCAM services or news.

  
            The Lenten Season is the time that many of us “give up”:  give up

sodas, meats, candy, etc., as a means of sacrifice.  It can also be the time to
Give.

  
The current needs at VCAM are:

  Cereal
Canned Vegetables

Canned Fruit
Pastas

Boxed Stuffing or Instant Potatoes
Tomato Sauce

Rice
Beans (packaged)

___________________________________________________

 
ANOTHER REMINDER:

THERE’S AN ENCORE RUMMAGE SALE
IN OUR FUTURE!

 

http://www.vcamvictoria.org/


            Given the great success of our rummage sale in August of last year, we
are going to have at least one (and maybe two) more this year!
 
            Although final details are still being worked out, we are nevertheless
starting to publicize our next rummage sale NOW!  So, while we continue to
make plans, please begin to set aside the items you will want to bring to our
rummage sale(s) this year.  In fact, if there are things that you need to clean out
now and can’t wait for the rummage sale, please contact the church office.  We
are clearing out some storage space where we will be able to put items away
until we can set them out to be sold.
 
            If you have some items that you want to bring to the church to store for
the rummage sale, please call the church office to coordinate the
arrangements.  Meanwhile, keep your eye out for those things that you believe
deserve a new home and a fresh start with some other happy owner who will
be looking for bargains at our rummage sale!

___________________________________________________
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
CALENDAR

Sunday, February 26, 2023, 9:30 – 10:00 a.m., in the Parlor:  Dawn Neel
will conclude the class' study on Biblical Prophecy (“The Prophets
Speak”).
 
Sunday Mornings, 9:45 am-10:15 am in the Session conference room: 
Kingdom Kids led by Leila Galvan.

 ___________________________________________________



 
            On Saturday, February 25, 2023, at 11:00, we will hold a Service of
Witness to the Resurrection in Celebration of the Life of our dear sister in
Christ, Ruth Ann Barnard (July 22, 1939 – January 17, 2023).
 
            Please join us for a celebration of the life of a woman who loved this
church and who was so loved in return.  A reception will be held in our
Fellowship Hall immediately following the service.

 
In life and in death, we belong to Christ.

Peace, grace, and mercy,
 

Pastor Jim
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